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Domestic.—On the 7th June ult., a brief 
conversation occurred in the House of 
Commons, in consequence of a question 
put to Mr. Gregory by Colonel W. Patten, 
to ascertain whether Mr. Gregory intended 
to proceed with the motion of which he had 
given notice respecting the affairs of the 
American States, Mr. Gregory answered, 
that in deference to the wishes of the House 
he would postpone his motion, sine die. 

On the 18th, Mr. Pease elicited from Mr. 
Milner Gibson that the report was correct 
of the ship named the Nightingale having 
cleared out from Liverpool for St. Thomas, 
but no official account had been received of 
her subsequent capture with 960 slaves on 
board. 

The Thirty-sixth Annual Meeting of the 
Birmingham Ladies’ Negro’s Friend Society 
has been held, and was very interesting to 
the numerous attendance which it attracted. 
The room was adorned with appropriate 
mottos and illustrative engravings, and on 
the table were letters from correspondents in 
the West Indies and America. The latest 
issues from the press of the African- Aid So- 
ciety and other documents were distributed. 
The cash statement, and a list of the receipts 
by the district treasurer, were read, and an 
account was rendered to the Meeting of the 
appropriation of the last year’s income. Of 
this, 20/. had been sent to the British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society; 101. to An- 
tigua, being the thirty-second donation to 





in Jamaica; 10/..to the schools among the 
Mendi people, West Africa; 12/. for the 
relief of fugitives; 22. 2s., subscription to 
the Cotton-Supply Association ; and a sum 
was reserved for printing and current ex- 
penditure. A letter, written by the So- 
ciety’s correspondent in New York, in 
April, was read, and though great changes 
have taken place since then, its remarks 
threw some light on the position of affairs 
previous to the commencement of the con- 
flict. The Rev, E. Hewett, from Mount 
Carey, Jamaica, was present, and . spoke 
hopefully of the condition of the island, and 
of the moral and religious standard of its 
population, contrasting their sobriety with 
the drunkenness in this country. He stated 
that the assertions of some people that the 
free negroes were idle was baseless, as was 
roved by the fact that they had accumu- 
ated property to the amount of 2,000,0002. ; 
and expressed his opinion that they would in 
time become independent of help from this 
country for education. The Report, com- 
prising intelligence from the West Indies, 
America, Africa, and brief notices of the 
operations of the Cotton-Supply Association, 
in addition to the account of the Society’s 
own proceedings, was read, approved, and 
ordered by the Meeting to be printed. 

John Katevles, the fugitive slave, has 
arrived in England. He is here, however, 
entirely upon his own responsibility. 

An important Conference of a number of 
gentlemen interested in the suppression of 
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he African slave-trade met on Saturday the 
15th ult., at the residence of Lord Brougham, 
in Grafton-street, for the purpose of taking 
into consideration the present extent of the 
African slave-trade to Cuba, and what 
measures for its suppression might be sug- 

sted to Her Majesty’s Government. The 

onference was summoned by the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti- 
Te Seciety, and was presided over by 
Lord Brougham. The following gentlemen, 
amongst others attended : re Strathdeen, 
Mr. Briscoe, M.P., Mr. 8. Gurney, M.P., 
Mr, C. Buxton, M.P., Mr. W. E. Forster, 
M.P., Mr. E. Baines, M.P., Mr. Consul 
Gabriel, Mr. Consul Hanson, Dr. Hodgkin, 
Dr. Norton Shaw, Rev. J. Burnet, Rev. Dr. 
Campbell, Rev. Dr. Carlisle, Rev. H. Richard, 
Mr. F. Buxton, Mr, R. Alsop, &e. &c. 
Letters of apology for unavoidable absence, 
but expressing sympathy with the object of 
the Meeting, were mentioned as having been 
received from the Bishop of Oxford, the 
Bishop of St. a, Lord Stanley, M.P., 
Viscount Enfield, M.P., Hon, A. Kinnaird. 
M.P., Sir M. Peto, M.P., Mr. C. Gilpin, 
M.P., Mr. H. Pease, M.P., Mr. Dillwyn, 
M.P., Mr. Hanbury, M.P., Mr. Kershaw, 
M.P., Mr. W. Ewart, M.P., and others, 
Mr. Chamerovzow submitted a statement 
compiled from various official sources, shew- 
ing the present state of the African slave- 
trade, which it was averred was now attri- 
butable entirely to the demand for slaves for 
the Cuban market; the cost of the suppres- 
sive measures adopted by Great Britain, and 
the effect of commerce protected by consular 
appointments upon the traffic generally. An 
exceedingly interesting discussion followed, 
in which Lord Stratheden and Mr. Buxton 
intimated it was their intention simul- 
taneously to move in both Houses of Par- 
liament for a restoration of the British con- 
sularship at Mozambique. Various sugges- 
tions were thrown out as to the course which 
it is desirable for Her Majesty’s Government 
to aes in reference to the Cuban trade ; 
and ultimately a series of resolutions were 
adopted, strongly condemnatory of the con- 
duct of a in violating her slave-trade 
treaty obligations, and calling upon the 
British Government to re-establish the con- 
sularships at Mozambique and other places 
on the coast of Africa, and to institute others 
for the encouragement and protection of 
native commerce. The resolutions also re- 
ferred to the Washington treaty, by which 
the United-States’ Government is bound to 
unite with Great Britain “in all becoming 
representations and remonstrances with any 
and all Powers within whose dominions 
slave markets are allowed to exist;” and 
expressed the opinion that a convenient 
opportunity should be taken to obtain the 
co-operation of the United States for that 
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purpose. It was also agreed that a Depu- 
tation should wait upon Lord Palmerston, 
Lord John Russell, and the Duke of New- 
castle, with a copy of the resolutions. A 
vote of thanks to Lord Brougham terminated 
the proceedings. 

The Fourth Annual Meeting of the Cotton- 
Supply Association was held in the Town 
Hall, Manchester, on Tuesday, the ilth of 
June: John Cheetham, Esq., President of the 
Association, occupied the Chair. Amon 
the gentlemen present were Edmund Ash- 
worth, Esq., Vice-President ; Malcolm Ross, 
Esq., Treasurer; Hugh Mason, Esq.; John 
Platt, Esq., Chairman of the Manchester 
Cotton Company ; Henry Ashworth, Esq. ; 
Thomas Emmott, Esq.; William Wanklyn, 
Esq.; Thomas Clegg, % Wright Tur- 
ner, Esq. ; Josiah Radcliffe, Esq.; William 
Armitage, Esq.; John Cheetham, jun., Esq. ; 
Dr.'Forbes, of India; Dr. Beke, the Abyssiniane 
traveller; Henry Jordan, Esq., Commis- 
sioner from the Government of Queensland, 
Australia; Rev. Mr. Townsend, trom Abbe- 
okuta, Africa; Rev. James Stewart; Rev. 
W. Arthur; A. Binyon, Esq.; J. M. Dun- 
lop, Esq.; Edmund Howarth, Esq.; E. C,. 
Howard, Esq. ; Charles Schuster, Esq. ; Dr. 
Rassaerts, French Consul; R. A. Barlow, 
Esq.; W. Hayman, Esq.; A. Ireland, Esq. ; 
J. Garnett, Esq.; Joseph Leese, Esq.; J. 
Smith, Esq. ; I C. Ollerenshaw, Esq.; T. 
Heppell, Esq., Engineer to the Madras Rail- 
way; David Chadwick, Esq.; Mr. G. R. 
Haywood, Secretary ; &c. 

The Report having been read by the Se- 
cretary, the Chairman addressed the Meet- 
ing, and was followed by Mr. H. Ashworth, 
Mr. H. Jordan (of Queensland), the Rev. W. 
Arthur ; Mr. T. Heppell (Madras), the Rev. 
Mr. Stewart, Mr. Hugh Mason, Mr. W. 
Cross, and the Rev. Mr. Townsend (Abbeo- 
kuta). The statements made were highly 
interesting, but we have no room in our pre- 
sent issue for any report of the proceedings. 

Weer Inpres.— Our files contain little 
news of interest. 

In accordance with a numerously signed 
requisition to the Mayor, a Public Meeting 
was held on the 22d May, at the Old Court 
House, Kingston, Jamaica, for the purpose of 
memorializing the Queen respecting the pre- 
sent perilous position of Santo Domingo, and 
to consider the baneful influence its annexa- 
tion to Old Spain will produce in the cause 
of freedom. The Meeting was presided over 
by the Honourable Edward Jordon, C.B., 
Ma ; besides whom were present 8. La- 
raque, lsq., Haytian Consul; the Honourable 
Richard Hill, member of the Privy Council ; 
several members of the clergy, and other 
gentlemen. Several gentlemen addressed 
the Meeting, and proposed resolutions in aid 
of its object, which were agreed to, It was 
then resolved, that the Chairman be re- 
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quested to forward the memorial to His Ex- 
cellency the Governor, who is requested to 
transmit the same to His Grace the Duke of 
Newcastle, for presentation to Her Majesty 
the Queen. The memorial had no fewer 
than 3507 signatures, of all classes in the 
community, and, had time permitted, hun- 
dreds more would have been added. The 
paper containing the signatures measured 
thirty-one feet. With one exception, it is 
the most numerously signed of any memorial 
to Her Majesty which has ever been sent home 
from Jamaica. His Excellency the Governor, 
in receiving the petition, promised to do all 
in his power to further the views of the peti- 
tioners. 

The Commission moved for by Dr. Bower- 
bank, to inquire into the abuses of the King- 
ston hospital was proceeding satisfactorily as 
regards the exposure of the glaring defects 
of the institutions under accusation. From 
what has already been published, there can 
be no doubt that the allegations made by Dr. 
Bowerbank will be fully sustained. Yet the 
chief officers of the hospital and the Govern- 
ment would, if they could, have smothered 
investigation against the fearful abuses now 
being substantially proved. The most awful 
disclosures of immorality have been one re- 
sult of the inquiry up to the present time. 

St. Dominao. — Instead of the enthu- 
siasm with which, according to the Spanish 
journals, the annexation has been hailed, the 
whole country is in a state of insurrection. 
The popular indignation against the trea- 
cherous annexation of the Republic to Spain 
is intense. The Captain-General Santana, 
by whom, as President, "the intrigue was 
brought to a successful issue, was adopting 
rigorous measures of repression, and was 
employing for that purpose the powerful 
Spanish force now in the island. The Spa- 
niards have shot fifteen men at St. Domingo 
and Azua; twenty-four influential citizens 
of St. Iago de las Caballieros have been ar- 
rested and conveyed to the former city to be 
tried by court martial; and the entire Do- 
minican territory is under martial law, the 
soldiers having even received orders to fire 
upon groups of more than two persons after 
vespers. The prisons of the capital are 
gorged with victims, who have been brought 
thither from all parts of the territory. Ge- 
neral Santana had gone to Cibao with 1500 
men, and, soon after his arrival, four unfor- 
tunate patriots were shot and 100 arrested. 
Meanwhile the population was not slow to 
retaliate when the opportunity presented 
itself. Whenever they meet with isolated 
soldiers in the country their fate is sealed, 
and even in the city of St. Domingo itself a 
Spanish colonel, who stood in the balcony of 
the house which he occupied, was fired at. 
The soldiers themselves were beginning to 
murmur, having received from the Domini- 
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cans none of that sympathy which they 
were led to anticipate, and finding no ade- 
quate compensation for the danger and blood- 
shed to which they are exposed. . The Cibao 
was in complete agitation, and Puerte Plata, 
Moca, and Vega, had resumed the Domini- 
can flag, and were preparing to fight for 
their independence. Other provinces were 
also preparing for movement. All the Do- 
minican people were moving to the moune 
tains. 

Haytr.—The events which are transpiring 
in the eastern section of the island naturally 
excite the deepest interest in. Hayti. The 
Government and people regard with just 
alarm the close proximity of a slaveholding 
power like that of Spain, and sympathize to 
the fullest extent with their Dominican bre- 
thren. The Dominicans have in great 
numbers taken refuge in the Haytian terri- 
tory, and the Captain-General of Cuba had 
taken upon himselfto instruct the SpanishCon- 
sulat Port-au-Prince to forbid those unhappy 
fugitives from locating themselves in cer- 
tain parts of Hayti. This the Haytian Govern- 
ment, in the exercise of its sovereign rights,. 
had refused to do, and in consequence of this 
refusal the Spanish Consul had left for Ha- 
vana. What may result from this rupture 
none can foresee, but the position of Hayti 
cannot fail to awaken general sympathy. 

An American vessel had arrived at St. 
Marc, on the Haytian coast, with 160 coloured 
emigrants. It is a matter of deep regret that 
this important movement for increasing the 
ey of Hayti, and for augmenting her 

ome and foreign trade, and the prosperity 
of her people, should be interrupted by a 
cruel and unforeseen aggression. It is worth 
of remark, that the commerce of Hayti wit. 
England, France, America, and Germany,- 
amounts to 2,000,000/. sterling per annum. 

The production of cotton was progressing 
in Hayti. It is calculated that the present 
year’s crop will be 7000 bales of 400lbs. 
each. Of this but little has been cultivated 
by the American immigrants, their efforts. 
having as yet been principally directed to 
opening settlements in different parts of the 
country. It is expected, however, that 
the next crop will be at least double the 

resent one. President Geffrard had ad- 
ressed a circular to the Commandants or 
the several arondissements of the Republic, 
urging upon them to encourage the produc- 
tion of cotton by all means in their power. 

British Gurana.—Governor Wodehouse 
and his lady had left Georgetown for Eng- 
land. Their departure had taken place with 
the greatest privacy. Although there was 
no likelihood of any riot, their course was de- 
termined by the fear of a recurrence of the 
disturbances which accompanied the Gover- 
nor’s departure in 1857, on a previous occa- 
sion, when Lady Wodehouse was struck by 























a stone thrown at her husband, The 
Honourable Mr. Walker had been sworn in 
as Lieutenant-Governor. 

. Unitep Statzes.—The intelligence from 
the United States is to the effect. that, with 
the exception of slight skirmishes, the two 
parties remain almost in statu quo, each 
watching the other, buteach also mancu- 
vring their forces with a view to strategic ad- 
vantages. The entire country isin a state 
of ferment. On the fourth of July the 
Session extraordinary of Congress, convened 
by Mr. Lincoln, will meet at Washington. 


—- 
a 


CONFERENCE ON THE SLAVE- 
TRADE. 


On Saturday the 15th ultimo, a Conference 
convened by the Committee of the British 
and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, to take 
into consideration the present extent of the 
African Slave-trade to Cuba, and what mea- 
sures for its iy’ oa may be suggested to 
Her Majesty’s Government, was held at the 
residence, and under the Presidency, of the 
Pc i Honourable Lord Brougham, The 
following gentlemen were present: 

Lord Stratheden; Edward Baines, Esq, 
m.P.; Charles Buxton. Esq., M.P.; Samuel 
Gurney, Esq., m.p.; John Ivatt Briscoe, 
Esq., m.P.; W. E. Forster, Esq., m.P.; Sir 
Fowell Buxton, Bart.; A. W. Hanson, Eszq., 
late H. M. Consul Monrovia, and Vice-Consul 
for the Sherbro Country; Gerald Ralston, 
Esq., Consul-General for the Republic of 
Liberia; E. Gabriel, Esq., H. M. Commis- 
sioner, Loando; T. C. Taylor, Esq., H. M. 
Vice-Consul, Abbeokuta; Rev. Dr. Campbell ; 
Rev. Dr. Carlile; Rev. H. Venn; Rev. F. 
Trestrail; Rev. H. Richard; Rev. J. Bur- 
net; Rev. J. Pillans; Dr. Norton Shaw; 
Dr. Hodgkin; Dr. S. Crowther ; Mr. Josiah 
Forster; Mr. Robert Forster; Mr. Robert 
Alsop; Mr. Joseph Cooper; Mr. James 
Cropper; Mr. Frederick Wheeler; Mr. Ed- 
ward Miles; Mr. Robert W. Campbell; 
Mr. David Chinery ; Mr. Thomas Price; 
Mr. L. A. Chamerovzow. 

The following gentlemen sent letters of 
approval, but were prevented from attending 
by Ty engagements : 

he Bishop of Oxford; the Bishop of 
St. Asaph; the Right Hon. Lord Stanley, 
M.P.; the a T Hon, 8. Lushington, L1.p.; 
the Hon. A. Kinnaird, m.p.; Viscount En- 
field, m.p.; Sir S. M. Peto, Bart., m.p.; 
Charles Gilpin, Esq., m.p.; H. Pease, Esq., 
u.P.; 8S. L. Dillwyn, Esq,, m.p.; Robert 
Hanbury, Esq. m.P.; William Ewart, Esq., 
u.P.; James Kershaw, Esq., m.p.; the Rev. 
W. Arthur; the Rev. W. W. Dickinson ; 
Thomas Clegg, R. N. Fowler, &c. &c. 
Lord Brougham having explained the ob- 








ject of the Conference, and expressed a hope 
that :ts deliberations would lead to a practical 
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result, called upon Mr. Chamerovzow to la 
before the Conference the resolutions whic 
had been prepared by the Committee of the 
British and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 
and the statement upon which those resolu- 
tions were founded. 

Mr. Chamerovzow then submitted the fol- 
lowing statement: 


My Lorp BroveraM, AND GENTLEMEN, 

The statement it devolves upon me to Jay be- 
fore you, is founded upon the annual series of 
Blue Books relating to the slave-trade, for the 
use of both Houses of Parliament, from 1831 to 
1861 inclusively ; the Reports of the Slave-trade 
Committees of the House of Lords and the House 
of Commons in 1848 and 1849; the Slave-trade 
Treaties’ Select Committee Report of 1853; cer- 
tain returns recently issued; and a Despatch 
from Mr. Crawford, Her Majesty’s Commissioner 
at the Havana, dated 5th February 1861. 

This evidence shews, that within the last ten 
years the African Transatlantic slave-trade 
has diminished to the extent of two-thirds; that 
this diminution is owing to the cessation of the 
trade to Brazil; and that its existence, at the 
present time, is attributable entirely to the de- 
mand for slaves for the Cuban market. 

During the height of the Slave-trade to Brazil, 
as many as 60,000 negroes were imported in one 
year, namely, 1848; but the average number 
introduced annually, from 1842 to 185}, inclu- 
sively, was about 33,000. These figures repre- 
sent only the number admitted by the Brazilian 
authorities to have been imported. One-third 
should be added to cover ‘‘ the number introduced 
without the knowledge of the authorities,” and an- 
other third for the mortality on the voyage, and 
for captures. These would bring up the gross total 
of slaves shipped from the African coast to— 
55,000. As, however, the year 1852 was quite 
exceptional, only 3387 negroes having been that 
year imported, the former average annual ship- 
ments of negroes from Africa, to supply the 
Brazilian market, may be set down at 60,000. 

With respect to the present extent of the Cuban 
slave-trade, on Friday, the 8th June 1860, Lord 
John Russell made the following statement in 
the House of Commons : 

“It is unfortunately true that the slave-trade 
is still extensively carried on to Cuba. I believe 
from Tarrty THovusanp to Forty THovusanD 
slaves are ANNUALLY brought into that island from 
Africa, and it is perfectly true that THIs TRADE 
IS CARRIED ON IN CONTEMPT AND VIOLATION OF 
TREATIES between this country and Spain.” 


Lord John Russell’s statement appears to have 
been based upon the following extract from the 
Annual Report of H. M. Commissioner at the 
Havana, dated 3lst December 1859: 

‘¢ Another year has passed by, and instead of 
the slave-trade having been checked or put an 
end to, it is our unpleasant duty to state to your 
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Lordship that it has been carried on and is being 
prosecuted to an extent hardly exceeded in the 
most flourishing period of that inhuman and 
detestable traffic, previous to the celebration of 
the treaty and enactment of the laws for its pro- 
hibition and suppression. 

- * We have had information of the introduction 
of no less than thirty-nine cargoes, with 22,855 
negroes. add to which one-third, as usual, and 
we have the enormous number of 30,473 slaves 
landed here in this year, of whom 447 have been 
captured by a Spanish cruiser.” 


Mr. Crawford writes to Lord John Russell 
from Havana, September 30th, 1860, as fol- 
lows : 


*“*T have the honour of laying before your 
Lordship 3 statement of the number of slaves 
landed in Cuba during the first nine months of 
the present year, amounting to 12,060, of whom 
771 have been seized by the Spanish authorities. 
If to this number are added the usual third, 4020; 
the three cargoes which were captured by the 
United-States’ cruisers, 1433, and the cargo of 
the schooner which was taken to Nassau, 364, 
we have a total of 17,877. 

“This statement, however, only includes the 
cargoes of which we have any positive knowledge, 
and must not be considered as shewing anything 
like the exact number of slaves which have been 
actually imported, for it is calculated that at least 
mae have been landed since the Ist of January 
ast.” 


A later despatch from the same functionary to 
Lord John Russell, dated Havana, 5th February 
1861, sets forth a gross total of 28,899 slaves 
landed. Mr. Crawford’s reservation in his former 
despatch, as to the accuracy of the numbers, will, 
of course, apply to the figures herein submitted. 
Accepting 30,000, however, as approximatively 
correct, and adding one-third to represent the 
mortality on the voyage and captures, we obtain 
a given total of 40,000 slaves, exported annually 
from Africa, to supply the Cuban market. It 
would appear, therefore, that the importation of 
slaves into Cuba, is at the present time very 
nearly equal to the average of the number for- 
merly introduced into Brazil, in ordinary years, 
and that the exportation from the African coast 
is two-thirds less in amount than when the 
Brazilian slave-trade was at its height. 

Negroes used formerly to be exported from 
places on the West Coast of Africa, extending 
from the Archipelago of Bissagos, in 12° N., to 
Cape Negro, in 17° S., the-southernmost limit of 
the Portuguese possessions; a coast-line of up- 
wards of 2000 geographical miles. It is now 
confined, North of the line, to the Bights of 
Benin and Biafra, and to occasional shipments 
from the Rio Nunez, the Rio Pongas, and the 
Gallinas. South of ‘the line, its principal seat is 


the Congo; but it is carried on, more or less, all 
along the coast, from Cape Lopez to Ambriz. 
It has disappeared from the Portuguese posses- 
sions. 
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On the East Coast, the traffic continues from 
various parts of the Portuguese territories, 
stretching from Delagoa Bay to Cape Delgado ; 
that is, along a coast-line of some 1200 to 1500 
miles; but chiefly from the Mozambique Channel 
and places adjacent. 

The cessation of the Trans-atlantic African 
slave-trade from the Portuguese possessions on 
the West Coast of Africa may be accepted as 
evidence of the desire of the Portuguese Govern- 
ment to fulfil its slave-trade treaty obligations. 
This has resulted in part from the summary 
punishment, by the local authorities, of all per- 
sons conniving at the traffic; but chiefly from 
the cessation of the demand for slaves for the 
Brazilian market. 

The continuance, however, of the trade from 
the territories of the same Power, on the East 
Coast, offers reasonable ground of complaint. It 
is to be attributed, primarily, to the demand for 
negroes for the Cuban market ; to the connivance 
of the local authorities ; to the powerlessness of 
the Portuguese officials, under the financial re- 
gulations peculiar to the Portuguese colonial 
settlements, and to the absence of any resident 
representative of the British Government at 
Mozambique or elsewhere, in the Portuguese 
possessions on the East Coast, to keep the slave» 
traders in check within Portuguese territory. 

It may be convenient to mention in this place, 
that for some three or four years there was a 
British Consul — namely, Mr. John Lyons 
M‘Leod—at Mozambique. The establishment 
of this consulate was the result of a recommen- 
dation emanating from the Slave-trade Treaties 
Select Committee of 1853. The consul was ‘* to 
give information relating to the slave-trade.” 
The consulate was vacated by Mr. M‘Leod in 
1858, in consequence of the inability of the Por- 
tuguese authorities to protect him against the 
slave-traders. In 1860, the House of Lords 
consented to the re-appointment of another con- 
sul, but the Government has since abolished the 
consulate. 

Great Britain has endeavoured to suppress 
the slave-trade in two ways, namely, Ist, by 
action with foreign Powers; 2ndly, ‘by action 
with native American chiefs. 

Twenty-six treaties have been concluded with 
foreign civilized Powers. ‘Twenty-five of these 
are yet in force. The treaty with France has 
lapsed. 

The principal of the existing treaties of the 
first class, are those with Spain, Portugal, and 
the United States of America. 

With respect to the second category, Great 
Britain has entered into forty-four Slave-trade 
Suppression Treaties with native African chiefs. 

The British Government is committed by trea- 
ties with foreign civilized Powers, to the main- 
tenance of an armed force to operate against 
slave-traders; and cannot, without breach of 
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faith, withdraw it. This is the basis of her anti- 
slave-trade policy with respect to foreign powers. 

Great Britain is also pledged to the principle 
of maintaining her influence on the African coast, 
through the medium of treaties with the native 
chiefs. This is the basis of her anti-slave-trade 
policy with respect to the African potentates. 

The cost of our endeavours to suppress the 
slave-trade has been something enormous. 

In 1818, the sum of 400,0007. sterling was 
paid by Great Britain to Spain, for her pro- 
mised concurrence in suppressing the slave-trade. 

In 1815, for the promised concurrence of Por- 
tugal for the same object, Great Britain paid her 
601,7711. 7s. 9d., part of a loan raised in Eng- 
land, and engaged to pay all future half-yearly 
dividends accruing thereon. A further sum of 
348,9047. was paid to Portugal the same year, 
and for the same object. In 1820, 150,000/., 
and in 1821, 75,0007. were voted to be paid to the 
same Power, and also for the same object. 

The total sum paid to the two Powers above 
named was 1,570,675/. sterling. But the pay- 
ments and liabilities on account of Spain and 
Portugal amounted in 1853, with interest, to 
3,985,1457. Computed to the present time, they 
would represent a sum of upwards of four millions 
sterling. 

In addition, Great Britain has incurred, during 
a period of forty-five years, a large expenditure 
for the maintenance of ships of war on the coasts 
of Africa and America. During the last five 
years, the approximate amnual cost of the siave- 
trade suppression squadron has been 458,443. 
To this amount must be added the expense of 
the Mixed-Commission Courts ; the prize-money 
for captured Africans and slave vessels ; the cost 
of maintaining the liberated Africans; subsidies 
to native African chiefs, besides many other in- 
cidental items of expense. 

Were the slave-trade abolished, the greater 
proportion of this enormous annual expenditure 
would be avoided. 

The total annual cost under the various heads 
enumerated has been estimated at nearly one 
million sterling; or a gross total of forty-five 
millions expended in efforts to suppress the slave- 
trade. It wou!d amount to nearly fifty millions, 
adding the sums paid to Spain and Portugal, and 
the interest thereon. 

What, now, has been the conduct of the con- 
tracting powers, civilized and uncivilized, or so- 
called? Portugal has, of late years, furnished 
evidence of her desire to fulfil her treaty obliga- 
tions; but Spain has shamefully and systemati- 
cally disregarded them up to the present time. 
On the other hand, the testimony is unanimous, 
that in no instance have the treaties entered into 
with native African chiefs, been wilfully violated. 
There are present, gentlemen who can corroborate 
this very bold and rather startling statement. 

Commerce has been developed on the West 
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Coasf of Africa, with the most remarkable results ; 
and it can be proved, that wherever legitimate 
trade has been fostered and protected on the 
African coast, and native industry encouraged, 
the slave-trade has gradually disappeared. With 
the permission of the Conference, I will give a 
few instances. 

A few years ago, slaves were almost the only 
commodity exported from the Bight of Benin. 
In 1857 the total declared value of exports of 
palm-oil, cotton, ivory, and cotton cloths, 
amounted to 1,062,8007. From Lagos alone 
there was in 1857, as compared with 1856, an in- 
crease of 1050 tons of palm-oil, 8061 Ibs. of 
ivory, and 81,353 lbs. of cotton. In 1853 the 
total quantity of palm-oil exported from the 
same place was only 160 tons. This develop- 
ment of native industry has materially increased 
the value of labour, and of the labourer. In 
1853 three strings of cowries, equivalent to 
threepence sterling, were the price of common 
labour per day. In 1857 it had risen to fifteen 
strings of cowries, equivalent to sevenpence- 
halfpenny, or 150 per cent. In the former year 
the value of an able-bodied slave from the in- 
terior was from four to five bags of cowries. In 
1857 it was from ten to twelve bags, or from 
41. 10s., the lowest price, to 137. 12s. 6d., while 
the price of a domestic slave at Lagos had reached 
to fifteen bags of cowries, or 16. 17s. 6d. As a 
consequence of this increased value of labour, the 
slaves are enabled, by frugality and industry, 
soon to purchase their freedom, and thus the 
system of domestic slavery is undermined entirely 
by the operation of legitimate trade and industry. 

An enormous development of the trade in native 
raw cotton has likewise taken place at Abbeokuta 
alone, stimulated by Mr. Thomas Clegg, of Man- 
chester, and it is only right to refer particularly 
to this effort, as an illustration of what one man 
may do, when he sets resolutely to work to ac- 
complish a given object. By stimulating the 
commerce in cotton; by merely offering to pur- 
chase all that could be obtained, and paying for 
it, a fair market value, Mr. Clegg obtained, in 
1851—52, nine bags, weighing 1810 lbs. which 
were exported from that place as an experiment. 
In 1858 the quantity had reached 1819 bags, 
weighing 220,000 lbs.; and in 1859, 3447 bags, 
or 416,341 lbs. It cannot be too frequently 
mentioned, that from the year 1784 to 1791 only 
64 bales of the raw staple were imported into 
England from America. The great importance 
of the development of the culture of raw cotton 
in Africa may be estimated from the calculation, 
namely, that if the production of this valuable 
staple increase during the next ten years in the 
same ratio as it has done during only the last two, 
Africa will be able, of herself, to supply this 
country with as much cotton as she requires, the 
whole produced by free labour. 
~ In the Sherbro, also, where our friend Mr. 
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Hanson, present among us to-day, was vice-con- 
sul for some years, legitimate trade has increased 
to a most encouraging extent, simultaneously 
with the diminution of the slave-trade. The 
latest official returns shew exports tothe amount 
of 61,000/., including ten packages of raw cotton, 
and 300 tons of native manufactured cotton. The 
palm-oil exported was of the declared value of 
51,0002., and this from a locality which, scarcely 
six years ago, exported only slaves. This vice- 
consulate, established expressly to promote legi- 
mate trade, and to suppress the slave-traffic, has 
been recently suppressed. 

Loando, in the Portuguese territory, south of 
the line—from which nine-tenths of the slaves 
formerly exported used to be taken, and which 
annually furnished the Brazilian market with 
from 39,000 t0'40,000 negroes, exported, in 1857, 
goods to the declared value of 239,781. 14s. 6d., 
while the imports amounted to 293,384/., on which 
23,5907. duty was paid. The imports thus ex- 
ceeded the exports by the sum of 53,6032, 
Amongst the latter was a small quantity of raw 
cotton, viz. 10,267 lbs., valued at 1497. 14s. 6d. 
or 34d. per Ib. 

It is of great importance that the Conference 
should take notice of these facts, because the 
question of the re-establishment of certain con- 
sulates, and the creation of others, arises out of 
them, as submitted in the resolutions presently to 
be considered. It is essential to bear in mind 
that the primary object of the establishment of 
these consulates was to develop and protect legi- 
timate trade, and thereby to stifle and ptterly 
extinguish the traffic in slaves; and if it can be 
shewn that this policy has produced these happy 
results on one or more parts of the coast, we 
have reasonable grounds for urging that the 
pursuance of the same system will produce simi- 
lar results in other localities. 

We are next brought to inquire what is the 
actual state of the question ? 

There is a unanimous concurrence of testi- 
mony, that were the Cuban slave-market closed, 
the Trans-atlantic slave-trade from the American 
continent would cease. 

The British Government has a right to require 
of Spain and Portugal the fulfilment of their 
slave-trade-treaty obligations. The existence of 
a market for slaves in Cuba provokes slave- 
trading from the Portuguese possessions, there- 
fore it is imperative to deal with Spain primarily. 
The continuance of the slave-trade has given rise 
to the most serious difficulties and political com- 
plications on the subject of the right of search, 
even almost involving war between the Govern- 
ments of Great Britain, France, and the United 
States. 

At the present time the flag of the United 
States is employed to cover the slave-trade to 
Cuba. Under that flag, slavers sail with im- 
punity ; and even though they may be known to 
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have slaves on board, they cannot be stopped by 
British cruisers. 

The remonstrances of the British Government, 
addressed to that of the United States, with a 
view to some understanding as to the right of 
inspecting vessels sailing under the American 
flag, and to co-operation to suppress the slave- 
trade by force of arms, have resulted in a strong 
declaration on the part of the Federal Govern- 
ment, that Great Britain has no right to demand 
its co-operation, so long as she permits Spain to 
violate her engagements, and that Great Britain 
ought to deal with Spain as a delinquent Power. 

This will be made apparent by the following 
extract from a despatch dated Washington, 10th 
August 1860, addressed to Lord John Russell, in 
answer to his lordship’s suggestions for the fur- 
ther active co-operation of the Federal Govern- 
ment. 


‘¢ The President has long entertained the opi- 
nion that the African slave-trade will never be 
suppressed whilst efforts for that purpose are 
confined to the pursuit and capture of slavers 
‘between the coast of Africa and the island of 
Cuba. To effect any thing positive and perma- 
nent, the barracoons on the African coast must 
be broken up, and the slavers prevented from 
landing their cargoes in Cuba ; or, if landed, the 
slaves must be followed into the interior and set 
free from the purchasers. Whenever her Bri- 
tannic Majesty’s Government shall think it 
proper in its discretion to enforce the provisions 
of the treaty with Spain, referred to by Lord 
John Russell—by which the Spanish Crown un- 
dertook to abolish the slave-trade, and accepted a 
sum of 400,0002. to enable it the more easily to do 
so—then, and not till then, in the President’s 
opinion, will the African trade with the island of 
Cuba be abolished. But with this the Govern- 
ment of the United States has no right to in- 
terfere.” 


Up to the present time, diplomacy has signally 
failed in inducing Spain to respect her obligations ; 
but Spain is ever fertile in devices to evade them, 
and in assurances that she is doing her utmost to 
fulfil them. 

Her excuses and protestations, persisted in 
during a series of years, in the teeth of facts and 
with the most unblushing effrontery, have been 
demonstrated, over and over again, to be utterly 
untrustworthy. 

As, however, the seat of the evil is in Cuba, it 
must be dealt with there. That the Captain- 
general of Cuba possesses the powers necessary to 
enable him to deal with it summarily, is clear, 
from the reiterated assurances to this effect, of 
Mr. Commissary-Judge Crawford, one of whose 
latest despatches to Lord John Russell, dated 
from Havana, 5th February last, contains the 
following extract: 

‘The Government of Spain, if resolved to put 
an end to the slave-trade, and fulfil their obliga- 
tions to Great Britain under the treaty for its 
suppression, has the means here at command: 
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they can do it whenever they please, and it would 
not affect their dominion of the island, nor en- 


danger its safety as a dependency of her Catholic 
majesty.” 

Notwithstanding this most notorious fact, the 
slave-trade continues and flourishes. 

Lorp Broveuam.—lI believe the number of 
negroes imported into Cuba is increasing. 30,000 
are annually imported into that island. 

Mr. CoamErnvozow.—aAccording to the latest 
returns, from 30,000 to 40,000, my Lord. But 
I believe no one but those who are actually con- 
cerned in the traffic to Cuba can specify with 
any accuracy the number of negroes imtroduced 
in any given year. In 1851, General Concha, 
who had just returned to Madrid from Cuba, 
published a book professing to give statistical 
information relating to that island. It is not to 
be had in England, and Concha caused the edition 


‘to be bought up shortly after its issue. A copy 


was lent to me by a Spanish friend, and I found 
that Concha insisted strongly upon the necessity 
of the slave-trade. He notoriously falsified facts, 
especially as regarded the slave-trade population, 
but I gathered notes from other sources, and 
comparing them with his own figures—false as 
they were—I found valid reasons for alleging 
that in no one year since we have had any 
statistics respecting the slave-trade to Cuba, 
have fewer than 20,060 slaves been imtroduced 
into that island. In the Address to Espartero 
which the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society issued some six years ago, 
the facts in support of this statement were given. 
It was also shewn that the Captain-General 
had all necessary power to suppress the traffic. 
With one or two honourable exceptions, however, 
the Captains-General of Cuba have been, to a 
man, interested in the continuance of the slave- 
trade, as they derive from it enormous pecuniary 
advantages in the shape of bribes; and those 
Captains-General who have manifested a serious 
intention of putting down the slave-trade, have 
been invariably superseded within a very brief 
term. 

It is the deliberate opinion of the Committee 
who have convened this Conference, that so long 
as Great Britain permits Spain to violate her 
engagements, her remonstrances with Portugal, 
and her appeals to the United-States’ Govern- 
ment for co-operation, are greatly weakened, 
and both may fairly urge her supineness as 
regards Spain, in extenuation of any laxity, on 
their own part, in the carrying out of their 
treaties. 

In this connection I may be allowed to state, 
that about twelve months ago a Deputation 
from the Committee had an interview with 
Count Lavradio, the Portuguese Ambassador. 
On that occasion, he commented very strongly 
on the conduct of the British Government for 
abandoning Portugal, in the unfortunate affairs 
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of the Charles-et-Georges, protesting that Por- 
tugal had been very badly used. 

My Lord and Gentlemen, I have now laid the 
whole case before you; and the conclusions at 
which the Committee have arrived are embodied 


_in a series of resolutions, which I will read 


seriatim. 


Ist. That the conduct of Spain, in continuing 
to violate her slave-trade treaty obligations, after 
receiving 400,0007. consideration in cash, dis- 
graces her as a civilized and a professedly Chris- 
tian Power. 

2nd. That the excuses Spain makes in exte- 
nuation of her delinquency are utterly unworthy 
of belief. 

8rd. That remonstrances have been tried to 
the utmost extent compatible with the national 
honour and dignity; and that the gravity of 
the case imperatively demands a more energetic 
course. 

4th. That this Conference recommends the 
continuance of efforts, in other directions, for the 
suppression of the slave-trade, hut is strongly of 
opinion, that to prosecute these, and at the same 
time to permit Spain to pursue her present dis- 
reputable course, is only tampering and trifling 
with an evil of the greatest magnitude. 

5th. That as twenty-four foreign civilized 
Powers have, by treaty, manifested their sym- 
pathy with Great Britain in her efforts to put 
down the slave-trade, and some are involved in 
a considerable annual expenditure for this object, 
an effort be made to procure from the chief of 
them a united protest against the continuance of 
this inhuman traflic by Spain, as an outrage 
upon humanity, and a scandal to the civilized 
world. 

6th. That whereas the government of the 
United States is bound by the Washington treaty 
to unite with that of Great Britain “in all 
becoming representations and remonstrances with 
any _ all Powers within whose dominions 
slave-markets are allowed to exist,” a conve~ 
nient opportunity be taken to obtain the co-ope- 
ration of that Government for this purpose. 

7th. That this Conference is of opinion that 
the abolition of certain consular appointments on 
the West and the East Coast of Africa is caleu- 
lated to discourage the efforts which have been 
persistently made, for many years, to promote 
and protect legitimate commerce, and to bring 
the native chiefs and people under the influences 
of Christianity and civilization; and that this 
course is also contrary to the policy which has 
hitherto been observed by Great Britain, is dero- 
gatory to her power, and in a measure destructive 
of ker influence. 

8th. That this Conference is of opinion that 
great and permanent benefits would accrue from 
the re-establishment of the consular appoint- 
ments which have been recently abclished, and 
from the extension of similar establishments at 
other convenient places on the seaboard of the 
West and East Coast of the African continent ; 
and that any expenditure which the carrying 
out of this suggestion would occasion, would be 
speedily more than covered by the saving effected 
in the cruiser squadron. 
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9th. That it would be desirable to enter into 
treaties with the chiefs of those districts from 
which slave-trading is now carried on, and to give 
them gratuities to encourage them in their active 
co-operation for its suppression, and to enable 
them to indemnify their headmen, who have a 
direct interest in the slave-trade. 

10th. That every encouragement and facility 
should be given to the native people, for the 
development of their industry, agriculture, and 
commerce; especially for the extension of the 
growth of cotton; but that they should be left 
entirely free in matters relating to their self- 
government. 
* 11th. That this Conference invites the friends 
of the African race to ae the views herein 
expressed, and res ly solicits Members of 
Parliament and all influential persons to unite 
in urging them upon the Government whenever 
they may be brought forward in either House. 

12th. That a deputation of the Members of 
this Conference, headed by the Right Honourable 
Lord Brougham, do wait upon Viscount Pal- 
merston and Lord John Russell, at an early day, 
for the purpose of handing to each a copy of the 
resolutions this day agreed upon, and that the 
Committee, at whose suggestion this Conference 
has been convened, do take the proper steps for 
obtaining such interview. 

13th. That a copy of these resolutions be widely 
distributed, under the care of the said Committee. 


With reference to the 7th, 8th, and 9th resolu- 
tions, I would beg leave to state, that the Com- 
mittee did not consider it desirable to do more than 
make a general suggestion for the re-establish- 
ment of the consulates lately abolished, and for 
the creation of others, which, however, they 
would be prepared to name at the proper moment. 
I take leave to make these remarks, because I 
believe there are gentlemen present, who incline 
to what is called a specific course of policy, and 
who are anxious that the Conference should 
point out to Government certain consulates to be 
created. The Committee thought that if the 
resolutions entered into details, a desultory 
discussion would probably arise as to the claims 
of particular localities, and our attention would 
be diverted from the main points into side issues. 

The Committee therefore leave the smaller 
question open, and are only anxious for the 
acceptance of the resolutions by the Conference 
in their general form. 

Mr. E. Gasrizt, Her Majesty’s Commissioner 
at Loando, said he was happy to testify, from 
personal experience, to the accuracy of the state- 
ments made by Mr. Chamerovzow, in regard to 
the total suppression of the slave-trade from the 
Portuguese possessions in Western Africa. He 
ascribed this improved state of things in a great 
measure to the activity and vigilance of the 
British squadron, in concert with the British 
agents on shore. This had induced the govern- 
ment at Lisbon to issue the most stringent 
injunctions to her representatives for the punish- 
ment of persons engaged in the slave-traffic. The 
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experience afforded to us on the West Coast, led 
to the inference that the unsatisfactory state of 
things on the East Coast arises from the neglect 
of similar measures in that quarter. Facts 
proved that the only effectual means of supplant- 
ing the slave-trade is the introduction of lawful 
commerce. Wherever the slave-trade has been 
put down, legitimate trade has progressed in the 
most satisfactory manner. Mr. Chamerovzow’s 
statement shewed this to demonstration. Angola 
presented another instance to the same effect. 
When he first went there, in 1839, it was one of 
the largest shipping ports for slaves to the 
Brazils. He had known of as many as 18,000 
shipped from Loando alone; but for five years 
previous to his departure from there, in July 
last, not a single slave had been shipped from 
any port in the Portuguese territory of Western 
Africa. The government are now endeavouring 
to get at the system of domestic slavery there, 
and the chief residents are seconding those en- 
deayours. The slave-trade on the West Coast 
was now confined to very narrow geographical 
limits, namely, to that part of the coast lying 
between the Equator and Ambriz, a distance of 
900 miles. Within these limits—particularly in 
the Congo—is the great focus of the slave-trade. 
In one of the Blue Books recently laid before 
Parliament, would be found a despatch from one 
of Her Majesty’s Consuls in the United States, 
giving a list of American vessels which had then 
lately landed slaves in Cuba, He (Mr. Gabriel) 
believed twenty-six within a few months. Turn- 
ing from that correspondence to Class A., it 
would be found from the report of Her Majesty’s 
Commissioner at Loando, that twenty-four of 
those vessels were reported as having collected 
their slaves from the Congo, within a range of 
forty or fifty miles north and south of that river. 
He thought this proved the Congo to be the great 
focus of the slave-trade at the present moment. 
He looked to the system of cruising and to the 
extension of lawful commerce to eradicate it from 
that quarter, as had been done in the Bight of 
Biafra, where it had been entirely superseded by 
the trade in palm-oil and other products. The 
Portuguese authorities deserved great credit for 
what they were doing. He would not undertake 
to say from motives of philanthropy, but whether 
from policy and a sense of duty, or from motives 
of humanity, they had done a great deal towards 
abolishing the slave-trade. The principal dif- 
ficulties in the way of suppressing the slave-trade 
at present, are the flagitious use of the American 
flag, and the unrestricted liberty allowed to the 
operations of the slave-traders in Cuba. If any 
suggestions for overcoming these could be sug- 
gested, the days of the slave-trade would be 
numbered. 

Mr. C. Buxroy, M.P. was sure the Conference 
appreciated to the fullest extent the importance 
of the statements made by Mr. Gabriel, as to 
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the entire disappearance of the slave-trade along) would not enlarge upon that point. But in the 


the Portuguese territory in West Africa, owing 
to the exertions of the Portuguese Government. 
He thought that without relaxing our efforts to 
induce Spain to give up the slave-trade to Cuba, 
our exertions ought to be directed towards in- 
ducing Portugal to do away with it on the East 
Coast. The year before last, 17,000 slaves were 
exported from that coast, and the number last 
year was very extensive. If Portugal would 
abolish the slave-traffic on the East Coast, as 
she had done on the West Coast, it would be 
carried on only from that space of the African 
continent specified by Mr. Gabriel, between 
Ambriz and the Equator; and perhaps if our 
cruisers were concentrated there, and we put up 
one or two small establishments along that 
coast, we should succeed in entirely doing away 
with the slave-trade from the African continent. 
We had already driven it from the whole of the 
immense coast-line from Sierra Leone to the 
Bights of Benin, nnd Biafra, except at Whydah, 
where a little still remained, but which we might 
hope soon to see exterminated. The most direct 
course to be adopted towards getting Portugal to 
drive the slave-trade from the East Coast was to 
induce the government to restore the consulate 
at Mozambique. 

Lorp BrovagHam.—They agreed to do so last 
year. 

Mr. Buxtoy.—Yes! But they will not 
carry out the recommendation without our 
strong representations and assistance. Mr. Ga- 
briel had, at great personal sacrifice, agreed to 
go to Mozambique, and having assisted so ma- 
terially in suppressing the slave-trade from the 
Portuguese possessions on the West Coast, was 
willing to give his valuable assistance towards 
putting it down on the East Coast. If he was 
appointed to the Mozambique consulate, we 
should have there a consul of whom Sir Frederio 
Grey and the government had spoken in the 
highest terms, and whose services in the cause 
were familiar to all present. The Portuguese 
authorities there would know, that in the person 
of Mr. Gabriel, the eyes of the British Govern- 
ment were upon them. Lord Stratheden had 
brought the subject forward in the House of 
Lords last year, and defeated the government 
upon it, but they had not yet taken any action 
in the matter. His lordship, however, proposed 
to bring it forward again this year, and he (Mr. 
Buxton) hoped to do so simultaneously in the 
House of Commons. It would. strengthen their 
hands greatly if the Conference thought the sub- 
ject of sufficient importance to make a strong 
effort about, and he should be glad to ascertain 
its feeling upon this course, which he considered 
of the utmost importance. 

Lorp StRATHEDEN assented to all Mr. Buxton 
had said respecting the measures which should 
be pursued on the East Coast of Africa, and he 








interesting statement made by Mr. Chamerovzow, - 


a phrase had escaped him, to the effect that the 
only obstacle we had to contend with was the 
continuation of the demand for slaves for the 
Cuban market. No doubt this was a formidable 
obstacle, but a general impression on his mind, 
derived from his (Lord Stratheden’s) perusal of 
the Parliamentary Papers, was, that the traffic 
in slaves for the French market was vigorously 
prosecuted along the whole of the East Coast, 
and it might not be inconsistent with the objects 
of the Conference to intimate that it is not satis- 
fied of its cessation. He could not, at that mo- 


ment, recal the particular passages which he con- . 


ceived established the fact to an impartial mind, 
but he was under the impression that all the 
evidence which proved the existence of the slave- 
trade on the Eastern Coast established it in con- 
nection with the vigour of the French demand. 
In July 1860 the Government entered into a 
treaty with the French for the purpose of super- 
seding their demands in Africa, by opening to 
them a new resource of negro labour. We had, 
however, nothing to shew that their demands 
had ceased, and he thought it important any 
information on that point should not escape the 
consideration of the Conference. 

Mr. CHamMEROvzow pointed out that the re- 
solutions referred distinctly to the African Trans- 
atlantic slave-trade, and the statement he had 
submitted was confined to that great branch of 
the general slave-traffic. It was true that a 
considerable exportation of negroes had taken 
place from the East Coast to the French island 
of Réunion, and that, three years ago, Colonel 
Rigby, now British Consul at Zanzibar, had re- 
ported as many as 19,000 exported from there. 

Lorp Brovasam.—Surely not in one year! 

Mr. CuamMEROvzow.—In one year; but the 
demand had now ceased. The French made a 
distinction between the trade for their market, 
and that for the island of Cuba, or more pro- 
perly speaking the slave-trade proper, but it was 
a distinction not for a moment to be admitted. 
The ultimate destination of the negroes pur- 
chased made no difference to the character of 
the mode of supplying the demand from either 
the East or the West Coast ; and though it was 
alleged that since 1859 no more slaves had been 
exported from the East Coast for the French 
possessions, the traffic from the West Coast, for 
the French West Indies had not ceased up to 
the date of the latest accounts. Indeed, it was 
notorious that the contracts with the house of 
Messrs. Regis and Co., of Marseilles, was still in 
force. It was difficult to state the exact extent. 
of this so-called free immigration. It could only 
be gleaned from casual statements in the co- 
lonial papers and in the Blue Books, from which it 
would appear that about 4000 Africans had been 
imported into Martinique within about a year 
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and a half. The French say, in extenuation of 
their proceedings, that they take only the refuse 
of the slave-dealers; but this is scarcely credible. 
With reference to Mr. Buxton’s remarks on the 
subject of the consular appointments recently 
abolished, he would merely observe that the 
eighth resolution suggested a general line of ac- 
tion, and, in point of fact, actually committed 
the Anti-Savery Society to proceed in the di- 
rection which the amendment specifying the 
consulate at Mozambique indicated. 

Mr. Buxton inquired whether Lord Brougham 
considered that any thing could be done to in- 
duce any of the Foreign Powers, with which we 
had treaties, to combine in a protest against 
Spain ? 

Lorp Brovcuam considered the present a most 
unfortunate moment, from various unhappy cir- 
cumstances, for the Government to be called upon 
to take any steps with respect to Foreign Powers. 
The calamitous disruption which was taking 
place in the Unitéd States was chief amongst 
those unfortunate circumstances which, for in- 
stance, would prevent our urging upon the Fe- 
deral Government the great question of the right 
of search, but which, were it disposed of in one way, 
would put a stop to all Cuban or any other slave- 
trade. ‘To agitate it now, would set the North as 
well as the South in a ferment. This might not 
be the case six months hence, when he hoped 
things would be more settled; or if the two sec- 
tions should find it impossible to come together 
again, they might both feel more disposed to con- 
sider the subject, and listen to reason. 

Mr. W. E. Forster concurred in the view that 
the present was an inopportune moment for press- 
ing the Government to take up general diplo- 
matic action. He entertained great hopes that 
in a few months the unhappy events referred to 
—unhappy in their general aspect—might result 
in promoting our special object, the destruction 
of the slave-trade, and render it possible for the 
government to take very energetic diplomatic 
action against Spain, with the assistance of the 
French Government and that of the United 
States. Even at the present moment we had a 
very different feeling to deal with in the Federal 
Government than we had had hitherto. Up to 
within a very recent period, the pro-slavery party 
in America, having the mastery, had not shewn 
a sincere desire to stop the slave-trade. But 
shortly before Mr. Buchanan vacated the Presi- 
dency, he seemed to have changed his views, and, 
in some measure, the action of the United-States’ 
Government. 

Lorp BroveHamM.—They became more anti- 
slavery. 

Mr. W. E. Forster could not say that. The 
modified views of the Democratic party certainly 
did not proceed from any anti-slavery feeling. 
But from whatever cause, stronger instructions 
were issued to the officers of the cruising squadron, 
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and four slavers had been captured, with 1000 
slaves on board. Such a result from a more 
sincere endeavour on the part of the late ruler in 
America, who we know not to be an anti-slavery 
man, led to the hope that if the present govern- 
ment remained at the head of affairs, it would 
shew real anxiety to assist us, and it would have, 
the power todo so. Any attempt at this time, 
however, to induce it to co-operate with us in 
any measure, would defeat our cause, by exciting 
a strong feeling in America against what they 
would call our intermeddling. 

Lorp BrouaHam.—tThey regard every thing 
as intermeddling which England does at present. 
They seem to lay down the doctrine that our not 
interfering on behalf of one party, is interfering 
on behalf of the other. 

Mr. Gerarp Ratston stated that the Globe of 
the previous evening had quoted from the New- 
York Commercial Advertiser a passage which put 
the question of interference precisely in that 
light. 

Mr. W. E. Forster thought there could be no 
doubt that the unsettled state of America ren- 
dered it. necessary we should be careful; and 
another reason was, that we did not knowin what 
position the anti-slavery cause really was at the 
present moment. Events were taking place in 
America which might alter our position very ma- 
terially in a few weeks. For instance, General 
Butler, a pro-slavery man, commanding the 
Federal troops in Virginia, had hoisted what 
might be called the standard of freedom, in 
not returning the fugitive slaves who had fled 
over the border. No one could say what such 
a course might in a short time lead to; and if 
any blow whatever were dealt at Slavery in 
America, it must re-act strongly upon Slavery 
in Cuba, and the Cuban slave-trade. It appeared 
to him, therefore, that it would be injurious to 
take any extended diplomatic action now, be- 
cause the position of affairs might be so much 
altered in a few months. Thus, the Federal Go- 
vernment might nos succeed in preserving the 
unity of the States, and we might have a strong 
Southern Confederacy to deal with, and be com-~ 
pelled to make a vigorous effort to prevent the re- 
opening by it of the African slave-trade. It was 
useless to deny that this was the object of the 
leaders of the movement. The gentleman dele- 
gated to visit this country with a view to attempt 
to obtain the recognition of the Southern Con- 
federacy, is the same who, some years ago, moved 
and carried a resolution for the re-opening of 
that traffic. It might suit him and his friends 
to deny that such is their intention, but their 
past conduct has committed them to the contrary 
course. If, then, we had this Confederacy to 
deal with, our position would be very different 
from what it is. With regard to Spain, though 
none might like to leave that room without agree - 
ing to some resolution, strongly condemning 
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Spain, he thought even that question must, to a 
great extent, be left just now, and that we should 
confine ourselves to suggesting a course of imme- 
diate action. He hoped the Conference would 
not separate without passing a strong resolution 
on the practical measure to be introduced by Mr. 
Buxton and Lord Stratheden in Parliament. 
We ought to have a consul at Mozambique. It 
was a practical question, and we should have a 
resolution upon it. 

Mr. C. Buxton said, if it were considered best 
to dispose of that one point first, he was of opi- 
nion that the passing by the Conference of a re- 
solution relating specially to it, would have con- 
siderable weight with the House of Commons, 
and probably with the House of Lords. He was 
in favour of one specific resolution, rather than 
of two in more general terms. He would, there- 
fore, beg leave to submit the following resolution, 
in lieu of the seventh and eighth : 

“That this Conference, impressed with the 
belief that the extinction of the slave trade in 
the Portuguese dominions of East and West 
Africa, is the first step towards its “weer ex- 

. tinction, will give its best support to the motions 
of Lord Stratheden and Mr. Buxton, in the two 
Houses of Parliament, to restore the consular 
authority of Great Britain at Mozambique.” 


He felt that if the Conference should express 
itself with this degree of precision, it would greatly 
strengthen their hands (Lord Stratheden’s and 
Mr. Buxton’s). He did not know whether he 
was in order in proposing this resolution as an 
amendment, but, in a familiar way, the policy of 
the Conference might be tested upon the point. 

Mr. E. Barnes said it had occurred to him, 
before Mr. Buxton rose, that the terms of the 
resolutions read by Mr. Chamerovzow were too 
vague and extensive, and that they might create 
some apprehension in the House of Commons 
and possibly in the House of Lords, on the score 
of economy. He did not know how many con- 
sular appointments they recommended. 

Mr. CoamERovzow.—The vice-consulate for 
the Sherbro country, the consulate at Monrovia, 
Liberia, and the consulate at Mozambique. 

Mr. E. Batnes.—Probably the, consulate at 
Mozambique was much the most important of 
them. 

Mr. CoamErovzow.—On the East Coast. 

Lorp Brovenam.—Are the others of great 
importance ? 

Mr. Caamrrovzow.—Mr. Ralston, Consul- 
General for Liberia, and Mr. Hanson, who had 
been Her Majesty’s consul at Monrovia, and, 
until recently, held the vice-consulate at Sher- 
bro, were better able to speak authoritatively on 

these points. He believed a strong case might 
be made out for them; and as Lord Stratheden 
and Mr. Buxton were in favour of a specific 
mention of the consulates meant, they might 
perhaps include them in their motion, should 
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their judgment ‘go along with this suggestion. 
If, however, they felt that so good a case could 
not be made out for them as for the consulate at 
Mozambique, their motion would be less likely to 
succeed in that complicated form than in its pre- 
sent shape. 

Mr. Buxton explained that he had Portugal 
in view in mentioning only Mozambique. The 
Sherbro and the other were not in Portuguese 
territory. 

Lorp StrRATHEDEN desired, as this point had 
been raised, to state that he should attach ex- 
treme importance to the adoption by the Con- 
ference of such a resolution as Mr. Buxton had 
suggested. Without questioning the policy of 
restoring the consulates on the West Coast of 
Africa which had been referred to, he thought it 
would be out of the question to confound them 
with Mozambique, because the restoration of the 
latter rested upon an argument with reference to 
the influence of Britain upon the Portuguese 
authorities, which could not be adduced for the 
re-establishment of the others. 

Mr. CuamMERovzow begged leave to make a 
remark at this stage. He believed that Lord 
Stratheden and Mr. Buxton were not disposed to 
take exception to the allegations set forth in the 
seventh resolution, that the abolition of the con- 
sular establishments in question is calculated to 
discourage the efforts which have been persistently 
made for many years to promote and protect legi- 
timate commerce on the African coast, and to 
bring the native chiefs and people under the in- 
fluence of Christianity and civilization ; and that 
this course is also contrary to the policy which 
has hitherto been observed by Great Britain, is 
derogatory to her power, and in a measure de- 
structive of her influence. 

Mr. Buxton.—We agree fully in this. 

Mr. CuamErovzow. — Nor probably, were 
those gentlemen prepared to take exception to 
the expression of opinion, in the eighth resolu- 
tion, that great and permanent benefits would 
accrue from the re-establishment of the consular 
appointments which have been abolished, and 
from the extension of similar establishments on 
the sea-board of the West and the East Coast of 
the African continent. 

Mr. Buxton.—Our motion is based upon an 
acceptance of this argument. 

Mr, CHAMEROvzow.—Exactly so. Then if 
they were prepared to accept these preliminary 
conditions they would probably not refuse to 
submit their amendment, somewhat curtailed in 
its form of expression, as a rider to the seventh and 
eighth resolutions. They were perfectly compa- 
tible, and the inconvenient course would be ob- 
viated of asking the Conference to decide upon a 
question of detail. There might be a difference 
of opinion as to the claims of certain localities, 
but there could be none as to the principle. He 
would therefore respectfully suggest that they 
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should permit the seventh and eighth resolutions 
to come on in their order, and then propose their 
resolution as a specific course, recommended by 
the Conference. 

Mr. E. W. Forster thought Mr. Buxton’s 
amendment might be embodied in the eighth. He 
(Mr. Forster) did not like the last clause of the 
eighth resolution as it stood, to the effect that the 
expense of carrying out the suggestion would be 
more than covered by the saving effected in the 
cruiser squadron. Itwas not for us to mix up 
with the other question that of expense. It was 
just possible that the first result of the new con- 
sular appointments would be the spending of a 
greater amount in cruisers. 

Lorp BrovaHam objected that the Conference 
could not support the proposed resolution in the 
House of Lords and the House of Commons. It 
might give its sanction to the principle, but it 
could not say, in so many words, that it would 
support Lord Stratheden’s and Mr. Buxton’s mo- 
tions. 

Mr. Buxton.—Certainly not. 

Mr. W. E. Forster suggested the introduction 
into the eighth resolution of a reference to the con- 
sulate at Mozambique. It would then stand thus: 

‘‘ That this Conference is of opinion that great 
and permanent benefits would accrue from the 
establishment of consulates at convenient places 
on the sea-board of the West and the East 
Coast, and especially of the consulship in the 
Portuguese dominions of Eastern Africa.” 

Mr. J. Coorer.—We do not allude to the mo- 
tion of Mr, Buxton, but we specify the object. 

Lorp Brovenam.—Of that we fully approve. 

Mr. CHAMEROVzZOW would take leave again to 
remark, that the question resolved itself into a 
very simple point, namely, what consulates had 
been abolished? The answer was, those at Mo- 
zambique, the Sherbro, and Monrovia. The 
original resoiution alleged that great and perma- 
nent benefits would accrue from the re-establish- 
ment of the consulates which have been recently 
abolished. Mr. Buxton’s amendment did not go 
beyond this. There could be no strong objection to 
specifying Mozambique, if the Conference consi- 
dered the resolution would be strengthened; 
though he (Mr. Chamerovzow) thought that it 
might seem we thereby implied that the con- 
sulate at Mozambique was of more importance 
to the great object the establishment of 
consulates on the coast of Africa was intended 
to accomplish than the others. But the fact 
was they were of equal importance. If the Con- 
ference passed the eighth resolution as it stood, it 
would be actually doing precisely what Mr. Bux- 
ton and Lord Stratheden requested it to do by 
their amendment. 

Mr. James Cropper asked whether the Con- 
ference would object to rescind from the eighth 
resolution the remarks relating to expenditure, 
referred to by Mr. Forster. 
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Lorv Brovu@Has considered them unnecessary. 

Dr. Hope@xin thought the success of past 
measures would assist us in any practical endea- 
vour to frame a course for the future. Nothing 
had tended more completely to seal up a portion 
of the Coast of Africa against the slave-trade 
than the establishment of legitimate commerce 
and legitimate rule. There could be hardly a 
doubt, seeing the expenditure this country had 
already incurred, that many of our rulers were 
perfectly sincere—Lord Palmerston especially— 
in the wish to benefit Africa, and particularly 
Liberia. He (Dr. Hodgkin) had had the plea- 
sure of introducing to Lord Palmerston the first 
President of Liberia, and had afterwards ex- 
changed treaties between the two countries. Now, 
if it were found that the favour shewn by the head 
of the present administration to a measure of 
this kind had effected so much good—and it was 
conclusively established that the slave-trade had 
been completely obliterated wherever Liberian 
rule had absolutely taken root, extending over 
300 miles of coast—we ought to feel encouraged 
to adopt measures of the same particular kind to 
other localities, which we might hope would also 
result in extirpating the slave-trade from where 
it is now carried on, whether Cuban, French, or 
American. If Government would shew a bona 
fide friendship to the nations on the coast, it 
would be the best course we could take, and 
without incurring the risk of offending any 
Foreign Power. But he could not but deplore 
our great inconsistency, as a nation, in recog- 
nising a new State like Liberia, even supplying 
it with ships of war from the Queen’s dock- 
yards, and then dealing it a sort of left- 
handed blow, as, for instance, by removing 
our consul from the capital—although the con- 
sulate would have been of the greatest use—and 
by depriving it of postal communication. Libe- 
rian letters have now to go almost to the South- 
ern extremity of the Republic, and are the long- 
est possible time in reaching their destination. 
It was absurd to expect the natives to advance 
when we took away good men who represented 
us on the African Coast, such as Consul Hanson 
and Consul M‘Leod. We allowed excellent mu- 
nicipal institutions to be destroyed, and others 
to be established. Ifwe built up and pulled 
down, after this fashion, we could not expect the 
country to advance. But if we meant to give 
bona fide assistance to the natives on the Coast 
of Africa—especially at this time, when every 
seed of cotton sown there will do ourselves good 
as well as them—we must certainly pursue a 
more consistent line of policy. 

Lorp Brovauam thought the Conference was 
in danger of becoming irregular. It would be, 
he thought, convenient, after this discussion, to 
submit the resolutions in their order, and intro- 
duce any amendments as the original proposi- 
tions came on. 
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The following resolutions were then put 
and carried : 
- Ist. That theconduct of Spain, in continuing to 
violate her slave-trade treaty obligations, after 
receiving 400,0007. consideration in cash, dis- 
graces her as a civilized and a professedly Chris- 


tian Power. 
2nd.That the excuses Spain makes in extenuation 
of her delinquency are utterly unworthy of belief. 


Mr. W. E. Forster suggested that that part 
of the third resolution which hinted at the with- 
drawal of our Ambassador, should be left out. 
The adoption of *‘ a more energetic course” than 
remonstrance, must imply either war, or the 
withdrawal of our Ambassador. 

* Lorp BrovgHam.—W ould the Conference pre- 
fer to leave out the last two lines of the third 
resolution ? 

Mr. CuamERovzow.—Am I to understand it is 
proposed that the resolution is to end at the word 
“‘ dignity 2” 

Lorp BrovanamM.—It would certainly be awk- 
ward to stop there. 

Mr. W. E. Forster thought the whole of the 
third resolution might be rescinded. It should 
be borne in mind that we must either force Spain 
to do her duty, or persuade her. 

Mr. Ropert Forster.—The Committee might 
be in error, but they thought that if our Govern- 
ment felt disposed to take more energetic mea- 
sures, short of war, it could accomplish its object. 
We knew what it had done in a recent case, where 
it had a demand. It insisted upon payment, and 
obtained it; and he, as an individual, thought 
that if the Government used more energy in in- 
sisting upon the object, it would carry it. 

Lorp Broveam did not think “a more 
energetic course” necessarily meant war. 

Mr. Rosert Forster.—I think not. 

Mr. CuaMERovzow said that the Committee 
had carefully considered the resolution, and were 
of opinion—as Mr. Robert Forster had alleged— 
that if the British Government manifested a 
very strong desire to keep Spain to her engage- 
ments, it would succeed in forcing her to put an 
end to the slave-trade, without being involved in 
hostilities with her, or with any other nation. 
It has not been considered expedient for this 
Conference or for the Committee to define what 
was the course the Government might suitably 
adopt. It, had doubtless, energetic means enough 
at command, which it might employ, without 
going to war; but certainly mere remonstrances 
had proved unavailing. The Committee would, 
he felt sure, regret the rejection of the third 
resolution by the Conference, but of course the 
voice of the majority must rule. 

Mr. Ropgrt Forster.—The Spanish Govern- 
ment is committed to an act, and alleges that it 
has instructed its officers to carry it out, but 
finds they do not do so. We were informed a 
great deal might be effected by a change of 
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officers. Certain officers have partially carried 
out a suppression policy for the time being, whilst 
others have favoured a contrary course. Now 
this is a matter quite within the reach of the 
Spanish Government. 


Lorp Brovenam was of opinion that these 


were points which might reasonably be pressed 
upon the Spanish Government. 

The third resolution, as follows, was then 
put and passed : 


3rd. That remonstrances have been tried to the 
utmost extent compatible with the national ho- 
nour and dignity; and that the gravity of the 
case imperatively demands a more energetic 
course. 


At the mayne of Mr. E. Baines, the 
words “ entirely unsupported by facts,” were 
substituted in the second resolution, for the 
original phraseology “ utterly unworthy of 
belief.” 

The fourth resolution was next submitted 
and adopted : 


4th. That this Conference recommends the con- 
tinuance of efforts, in other directions, for the 
suppression of the slave-trade, but is strongly of 
opinion that to prosecute these, and at the same 
time to permit Spain to perme her present 
nly tampering and 

trifling with an evil of the greatest magnitude. 
Mr. CoamEnovzow begged to make a remark 
upon the resolutions which now stood next in 
order, with especial reference to what Mr. W. E. 
Forster had designated as ‘* extended diplomatic 
action.” The Committee did not contemplate 


taking it at an inopportune moment, but they 


wished their hands strengthened by a vote on the 
part of so important a Conference as this, en- 
couraging them to proceed, so that they might 


say, “Here is our authority for this recom- 


mendation.” The words * a convenient oppor- 
tunity ” had been introduced with this view. 


The fifth, sixth, and seventh resolutions 
were then separately put and carried : 


5th. That as twenty-four foreign civilized Powers 
have, by treaty, manifested their sympathy with 
Great Britain in her efforts to put down the 
slave-trade, and some are involved in a con- 
siderable annual expenditure for this object, an 
effort be made to procure from the chief of them 
a united protest against the continuance of this 
inhuman traffic by Spain, as an outrage upon 
humanity, and a scandal to the civilized world. 
6th. That whereas,the government of the United 
States is bound by the Washington treaty to 
unite with that of Great Britain ‘in all becomin 
representations and remonstrances with any onl 
all Powers within whose dominions slave-markets 
are allowed to exist,’ a convenient opportunity 
be taken advantage of to obtain the co-operation 
of that government for this purpose. 
7th. That this Conference is of opinion that the 
abolition of certain consular appointments on the 
West and the East Coast of Africa is calculated 
to discourage the efforts which have been per- 
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sistently made, for many years, to promote and 
protect legitimate commerce, and to bring the 
native chiefs and people under the influences of 
Christianity and civilization; and that this 
course is also contrary to the policy which has 
hitherto been observed by Great Britain, is de- 
rogatory to her power, and in a measure de- 
structive of her influence. 


Lorp BroucHHAM submitted the eighth 
resolution : 

8th. That this Conference is of opinion that 
great and permanent benefits would accrue from 
the re-establishment of the consular appoint- 
ments which have been recently abolished, and 
from the extension of similar establishments at 
other convenient places on the seaboard of the 
West and the East Coast of the African conti- 
nent: and that any expenditure which the carry- 
ing out of this suggestion would occasion, would 
be speedily more than covered by the saving 
effected in the cruizer squadron. 

Mr. A. W. Hanson said it had been very pro- 
perly insisted upon by Mr. Chamerovzow, that 
this subject naturally resolved itself into two 
positions, namely, the action we might fairly 
take with foreign civilized Powers, who had 
entered into treaties with us, and the action we 
were bound to take with reference to our own 
past policy as affecting Africa. The present 
resolution confined itself to the latter division of 
the subject. Now, he would observe, that the slave- 
trade in Africa could never, by any possibility, 
have conmmanded the sympathies of the masses of 
the people of that country. Wherever it had 
taken root in Africa it had been fostered by the 
chiefs, to whom it had brought profit; and hence 
it had their sympathy, favour, and support. 
But the people, the victims of the traffic, were 
naturally opposed to its prosecution. He did not 
speak as a man of theory, but from positive ex- 
perience. The result of*many years’ residence 
amongst them, and some years of official inter- 
course with them, had brought him to that con- 
viction. With reference to the Sherbro vice- 
consulate, it had been instituted upon the re- 
presentations of Vice-Admiral Bruce and Go- 
vernor Kennedy of Sierra Leone. In 1852, Ad- 
miral Bruce had made a report to the Admiralty, 
which led to a correspondence between the lords 
of that department and Lord Clarendon, Secretary 
of State for Foreign Affairs; and in order to en- 
courage the chiefs of the Sherbro country, who 
had entered into a treaty with the Government 
of Sierra Leone, the commander of the naval 
forces on the coast, as the representative of Her 
Majesty’s Government, recommended, in the 
execution of the provisions of the treaty into 
which we had entered, that a consul should be 
appointed to reside at the Sherbro. Lord Cla- 
rendon had done him (Mr. Hanson) the high 
honour to ask him to volunteer to go there. He 
went, and did what he could, and the result of a 
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protracted residence in that country had been, 
not only no intercourse with foreign slave-traders, 
between the chiefs or the people of the Sherbro, 
but the entire cessation of the local slave-trade, 
which had been carried on for centuries. In all 
his intercourse with aboriginal tribes in Africa, 
and with the people themselves in the various 
districts into which he had gone, there was a de~ 
termined, consistent, and clearly-indicated desire 
to co-operate with the people of England to sub- 
stitute some specific occupation for the slave- 
trade. Now this was the precise ground the 
Conference would have to recommend to Go- 
vernment, not only the re-establishment of those 
consulates which have been suppressed, but the 
institution of others, at convenient positions on 
the coast, wherever there might be good reason 
to expect that a lawful trade in the natural pro- 
ductions of the country might be carried on. 
Statistics clearly shewed to what extent the com- 
merce of Africa is susceptible of development, 
and he might therefore be excused for not en- 
larging upon that point. On another, however, 
he would add an observation, which would furnish 
a further reason for persistently pressing upon 
the Government the question of consular esta- 
blishments. Although he himself had never had 
any difficulty with the chiefs of the Sherbro, the 
only occasion upon which one had occurred arose 
upon the arrival of M. Chevalier, the agent of the 
firm of Messrs. Regis and Co., of Marseilles. 
That gentleman brought a letter of introduction 
from a British merchant to one of the principal 
chiefs of the Sherbro country, informing him of 
M. Chevalier’s object, and commending him to 
the good offices of the chief, who was urged to 
help him in his undertaking. But the note had 
not been in the hands of the chief an hour before 
he brought it to him (Mr. Hanson), and asked 
what he ought todo. He told the chief he might 
do what he thought proper, but he must bear in 
mind that the British consul’s duty was vigi- 
lantly to watch him, and to report what he did 
to the Queen’s Government in England; and if 
the opportunity presented itself of preventing him 
from breaking the treaty he should do so, and 
call upon Her Majesty’s ships to punish him for 
the breach. Well, not a single slave—as to free 
immigrants, Mr. Crowther and himself were na- 
tives of Africa, and both would affirm there could 
not be any such thing as free immigration—not 
a single slave had gone from the Sherbro country 
either through M. Chevalier or anybody else, 
having a letter of introduction to that most in- 
telligent chief. This, however, it did. It re. 
vived the old man’s recollections of the enormous 
profits he had formerly derived from the slave- 
trade; but now—as he (Mr. Hanson) had the 
means of knowing—the old chief regretted the 
day he ever listened to the voice of the tempter, 
because he thereby alienated the goodwill of all 
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his fellow-countrymen, and the rest of the chiefs 
had gone in a body to him (Mr. Hanson),-with a 
requisition that he should bargain for his removal 
out of the country, because he wanted to ruin 
them by re-introducing the slave-trade. This 
responsibility the senior officer of the station, 
Captain of H.M.S. Trident, undertook: the 
chief was removed, and the country had been 
quiet ever since. This fact bore out the distinct 
declaration of the Conference, that it has good 
grounds for believing that the re-establishment 
of those consulates which have been suppressed— 
at least upon the West Coast—will be the means 
of encouraging the chiefs and people to develope 
the resources of their country, so that they will 
find not only that they will grow rich, but. we our- 
selves shall be more than compensated, first, by 
the testimony of a good conscience, and, secondly, 
by the profit which will accrue to us from aiding 
the natives to benefit themselves. 

Me. CHAMEROVZQW said, that as the resolu- 
tion referred to certain consulates on the West 
Coast which had been suppressed, perhaps Mr. 
Hanson and Mr. Ralston would enlighten the 
Conference as to their importance. He believed 
Governor Hill, of Sierra Leone, had alleged that 
the Sherbro vice-consulate was useless; and with 
respect to the consulate at Monrovia, it was 
asserted that as there was no Liberian trade to 
protect, the presence of a British consul there 
was needless. In lieu of these, the Government 
had created a vice-consulate at Abbokuta, and 
there was a rumour that another would be esta- 
blished at Cape Palmas, in the Liberian territory ; 
but it seemed to him that a vice-consulate at 
Cape Palmas did not supersede the necessity of a 
consulate at Monrovia, the capital, nor that the 
establishment of these, and the one at Abbeokuta, 
could possibly benefit places a very considerable 
distance off, and not in the territory. 

Mr. Raxston would beg to defer to Mr. Han- 
son’s more practical knowledge and lengthened 
experience. 

Mr. Hanson would merely remark, with re- 
ference to the alleged uselessness of the consular 
establishment at the Sherbro, that an issue might 
be fairly raised between the statement of the 
Governor of Sierra Leone and the facts of the 
ease. Why had Admiral Bruce and Governor 
Kennedy recommended the establishment of a 
consulate for the Sherbro country? Was there, 
at the time, any slave-trade from that locality ? 
Had the slave-trade ceased? Had a legitimate 
trade superseded it at the Sherbro? What was 
the amount of it? Let an appeal be made to the 
facts, and the question would resolve itself into a 
very small compass. For reasons, personal to 
himself, he would prefer that it should be looked 
at exclusively from this point of view. 

Mr. W. E. Forsrer considered that the case 
was fully established, 
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Lorp Brovenam.—It is understood, then, 
that in the eighth resolution the words ‘‘ especially 
that at Mozambique” are to be inserted after the 
word ‘ abolished,” and that all that comes after 
the words “the African Continent,” are to be 
omitted. I will put the resolution in its amended 
form. : 


The omg resolution was agreed to, as was 
the ninth : 

9th. That it would be desirable to enter into 
treaties with the chiefs of those districts from 
which slave-trading is now carried on, and to 
give them gratuities to encourage them in their 
active co-operation for its suppression, and to 
enable them to indemnify their headmen, who 
have a direct interest in the slave-trade. 


The tenth resolution was then read. 


10th. That every encouragement and facility 
should be given to the native people for the deve- 
lopment of their industry, agriculture, and com- 
merce ; especially for the extension of the growth 
of cotton ; but that they should be left entirely 
free in matters relating to their self-government. 


Mr. W. E. Forster had a doubt respecting 
the clause referring to non-interference with 
uative self-government. All would agree to the 
general principle, but it was pledging the Con- 
ference to a great deal to say nothing should be 
done in certain cases. There was the King of 
Dahomey, whose horrible massacre on the oc- 
casion of his father’s death might be considered 


to be an institution of the country; yet it was a 


matter we should not pledge ourselves not to in- 
terfere with. If, however, we did so, it would be 
an interference with their self-government. 

Lorp Brove#am was of opinion we could only 
interfere by improving, teaching, converting 
them. ‘The practice was so rooted in the minds 
of the people of Dahomey, that at his father’s 
death the King durst not, for his own safety, 
omit it. 

Mr. W. E. Forsrer did not mean to suggest 
our interference with regard to it. 

Lorp Broveana™ said the custom originated 
in a delusion common to all classes. They be- 
lieved, first, in the immortality of the soul, which 
of course was not a delusion; but they also be- 
lieved that every one who dies, rises in exactly 
the same state, and under the same conditions of 
rank, as he was in here below. Hence they fur- 
ther believed that those people who were mas- 
sacred, and whose blood was said to have floated 
the new king’s canoe, followed the deceased king 
into the other world, and became his attendants ; 
and that unless a certain number were dismissed 
in this barbarous manner after him, he would be 
absolutely without a retinue. 

Dr. Honextn did not think it advisable the 
words referred to should be left out. We might 
interfere for good, as we might for evil. Gene- 
rally we did harm by interfering. 
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Lorp BrovcHam.—It does not exclude ex- 
hortation. 

Dr. Hop@Kin considered we might possibly go 
further than exhortation and advice. 

Mr. R. Forster observed that the resolution 
simply amounted to leaving self-government in 
the hands of the people. 

Mr. D. Cainery having been a witness to the 
recent dispute at Porto Novo, could speak to the 
importance of having a consul in that district. 
When any disturbance occurred, it was invariably 
settled amicably and fairly by an appeal to the 
consul. Mr. Campbell, the late consul at Lagos, 
was a great favourite with the native people. He 
had been succeeded by Mr. Brandt, whose in- 
fluence was scarcely inferior. Upon his decease, 
Mr. Foote had been appointed. Now, very re- 
cently, a dispute arising out of the slave-trade 
had arisen, in consequence of the King of Porto 
Novo’s shewing a preference for the Portuguese 
residents, and shutting out the British merchants 
from legitimate commerce. The consul at Lagos 
was induced to go up to the place, for the purpose 
of endeavouring to obtain the king’s signature to 
a treaty. The king refused to sign it, and fired 
into the ship. The consul, acting upon the sug- 
gestions of the merchants, then went up with a 
force, consisting of two or three gunboats and 
500 men, and demanded satisfaction, having first 
cleared a lagoon constructed to obstruct their 
progress. The king persisted in his refusal to 
sign the treaty, so the troops fired into the town, 
and the place—one of the largest openings for 
the slave-trade from the interior—was levelled to 
the ground, and some 800 to 1000 natives were 
killed, the casualties on our side being four men 
wounded. The consul then returned to Lagos, 
and within twenty-four hours received a message 
from the king, expressing his readiness to sign 
the treaty. He (Mr. Chinery) believed that if 
there had been a consul on the spot, who could 
have taken up the matter at the outset, before it 
had assumed the grave aspect it did, this dis- 
astrous sacrifice of life would never have taken 
place. His own opinion was, that the most 
effectual direction in which we could work, for 
the extinction of the slave-trade, was in this 
one of opening up for legitimate commerce those 
parts most adjacent to the slave districts them- 
selves. Commerce at a town to the eastward of 
Porto Novo had entirely superseded the slave- 
trade there, though it used to be one of the worst 
places for the exportation of slaves from the in- 
terior of Dahomey. Now, palm-oil and other 
commodities were being brought down to it from 
the interior instead of negroes for sale, and their 
goods were exchanged for others adapted to the 
requirements of the natives. It was well known 
that the natives were far more disposed to engage 
in lawful trade than in the slave-trade. But 
they urged that they must live, and in the ab- 
sence of outlets for indigenous commodities they 
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sold slaves. Allusion having been made to the 
French immigration scheme, he could testify to 
the fact of the immigrants being any thing but 
the refuse of those offered to the regular slave- 
traders. He was one of the first who boarded 
the Regina Celi, in 1858, and the 400 negroes 
on board of her were undoubtedly strong and 
hearty. He should regret if the idea went forth 
that the French take only the slaves whom the 
slave-traders reject. 

Mr. CHAMEROVzOW begged to say that this 
statement was made by the French, in their 
official reports, but he did not believe in its ac- 
curacy. 

Mr. D. Cutnery could only reiterate what he 
had published in a letter at the time, that these 
negroes were young, strong, and hearty ; and, so 
far from being free, were in manacles and 
irons. 

Mr. A. W. Hanson rose again, under a sense 
of grave responsibility, to make an addition to 
the last speaker’s statement respecting the recent 
misunderstanding at Porto Novo. What he pro- 
posed to say would, he thought, strengthen the 
views of those who were in favour of the retention 
of the clause relating to native self-government. 
Consul Foote had unquestionably been applied to 
by some of the traders, who alleged that their 
interests were prejudiced by the preference the 
King of Porto Novo gave to the Portuguese. 
But what was the first thing he did on reaching 
Porto Novo? Forgetting that if he had any 
right or authority at all in the country it was by 
virtue of his being Her Majesty’s consul, ac- 
credited to the chief or king, he sent a message 
to the King of Porto Novo to come to him. The 
king declined, saying that it was Mr. Foote’s 
place to go to him, and that he would respect- 
fully consider whatever proposition the consul 
might submit. The consul, however, would not 
comply with what the custom of the country and 
the rank of the king pointed out as the only 
proper course, and intimated to the king’s mes- 
senger that unless the king were on board the 
ship at a given hour the town should be fired 
into. At the time mentioned a signal gun was 
fired, to warn the king of the expiration of 
the delay. The natives misunderstood it as an 
act of hostility, and their retaliation—not their 
aggression—for this insult, as they conceived it 
to be, was to fire in return upon the ship. He 
appealed to Mr. Chinery if these were not the 
facts of the case. He maintained that if only a 
small measure of respect had been shown to the 
King of Porto Novo, Consul Foote would have 
been enabled to adjust the difference with the 
chief without any trouble at all—nay, he (Mr. 
Hanson) would risk his head that the difficulty 
might have been solved satisfactorily in ten 
minutes. 

Lorp BrovaHaM thought we ought so far to 
respect their domestic institutions as not to in- 
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terfere in them by force in any way. We ought, 
by all means, to discourage their bad institutions 
and promote all good ones. We had no more 
right to interfere by force than we had with the 
Slave States of America. The latter had been 
very much annoyed because, last autumn, at the 
Social Science Congress at Glasgow, he (Lord 
Brougham) had compared their domestic insti- 
tution of Slavery with that at Dahomey. Both 
were domestic institutions, with little to choose 
between them. 

Mr. CuamErovzow said that the words ob- 
jected to had been very seriously considered by 
the Committee, and had been introduced at the 
suggestion of gentlemen well acquainted with the 
natives of Africa. 

Mr. Josepu Coorer trusted the Conference 
would adopt the words. 

Mr. W. E. Forster supposed they would 
hardly be considered to apply to such cases as had 
been mentioned. 

Mk. CHAMEROVzOw submitted that they must 
be accepted as they stood, as meaning simply 
that the natives of Africa, wherever we might 
establish consulates, should still be left to govern 
themselves. 


The resolution was then agreed to. 


Mr. W. E. Forster wished to introduce a 
subject which he thought might appropriately 
take precedence of the last resolutions to be sub- 
mitted. Quite recently an attempt, which looked as 
if it would be successful, had been made to re-esta- 
blish Spanish rule in San Domingo. It was pro- 
bably known that there was the old French part, 
Haiti, inhabited chiefly by negroes, and the re- 
mainder, or San Domingo, principally by mulat- 
toes. He did not consider it to be the province of 
the Conference to inquire whether the recent 
change in San Domingo had been brought about ac- 
cording to international law or not, but none could 
contemplate without alarm the effect of that step. 
The Spanish Government allege that they will 
not re-enact Slavery, but we had sufficient ex- 
perience of it not to put faith in that statement. 

Lorp BroveHamM.—They give as a reason that 
it is so fertile, Slavery is not required there ; but 
it is not more fertile than Cuba. 

Mr. W. E. Forster.—The island is very 
thinly peopled, especially the eastern, or San 
Domingo part, and if the slave-trade there were 
to be renewed, there is room for an immense in- 
crease of it. If Slavery were to be reintroduced, 
the slave-trade would assuredly follow. He did 
not pretend to say what steps the British Go- 
vernment ought to take with respect to acknow- 
ledging Spanish rule in the island, but it ought 
to employ every means to prevent the reintro- 
duction of Slavery. He did not know but it 
might become the duty of England and France 
to obtain a guarantee from Spain that Slavery 
should not be introduced again, nor to what ex- 
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tent we might be responsible for the freedom of 
the inhabitants of San Domingo. He would, 
however, submit the resolution, which, in his 
opinion, the Conference might conveniently adopt. 
It was as follows : 


1lth. That this Conference is of opinion that 
Her Majesty’s Government should use every 
effort in its power to prevent the restoration 
of Slavery and the slave-trade, as a result of 
the events which have recently taken place 
in the eastern portion of the island of St. Do- 
mingo. 

The Rev. Dr. Cartire having seconded 
the resolution, it was put, and agreed to 
unanimously. 

Mr. James Croprer begged to propose ano- 
ther resolution, which he hoped the Conference 
would adopt, and which, he thought, might be 
conveniently introduced at the end of the one in 
which reference was made to the Washington 
treaty. It was this: 

“That this Conference expresses its strong 
sympathy with those citizens of the United States 
who are endeavouring to obtain the abolition of 
Slavery in that country.” 


He was aware that a resolution in general 
terms did not mean much, but our American 
brethren counted upon sympathy from England, 
and, he believed, felt much hurt that it was not 
given. 

Lorp BrovcHamM.—They are so very tetchy in 
America on that subject. 

Mr. R. Forster thought the Conference 
might commit itself to the words ‘our strong 
sympathy.” 

Lorp Brovenam had felt this so strongly, that 
some eight or ten weeks ago, at the request of 
Lord Kinnaird, and a number of others, he had 
consented to preside at a meeting in connection 
with the Rev. Dr. Cheever from the United 
States, and about a month ago had received an 
intimation that a gentleman would wait upon 
him for the purpose of fixing the day for the 
meeting, which was announced to be on the sub- 
ject of American Slavery. But, in the interval, 
events had occurred in the United States which, 
in his opinion, rendered such a meeting un- 
advisable. The United States appeared scarcely 
in asound mind upon the subject, and every thing 
done in this country was immediately laid hold 
of, and construed into an interference with one 
party or the other. Now, if such a resolution as 
the one proposed were adopted, it might be said 
we were taking sides with the North against the 
South. 

Mr. J. Cropper submitted that however 
much the quarrel was complicated, a very strong 
anti-slavery feeling existed at the bottom of it. 

Lorp Broveuam had been informed by Mr. 
Clay, that the democratic party were as strongly 
opposed to the slave-trade as the supporters of 
Mr. Lincoln. 
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Mr. R. ForstEr.—Then we can express our 
sympathy with them. 

Mr. J. Cropper thought his resolution might 
be introduced at the end of the one in which we 
suggest that the American Government should 
be invited to co-operate with our own for the 
suppression of the slave-trade. 

Mr. CHAMEROVzOW submitted, with all defer- 
ence to the views of Mr. Cropper, that the Con- 
ference having passed the resolution referred to, 
was not in a position to go back upon it for the 
purpose of amending it. 

Mr. Croprer would withdraw his motion, if 
Lord Brougham considered it objectionable. 

Lorp Brovenas said the resolution Mr. Crop- 
per referred to was confined to action against 
the slave-trade. Now, every thing respecting the 
slave-trade was quite clear, because the American 
Government was bound by treaty to promote its 
suppression, but he entertained more than doubt 
about any resolution on the subject of Slavery. 

Mr. Ratston begged leave to read a resolution 
which had been passed by the American Anti- 
Slavery Society. 

** Providence having taken the cause of the 
slave in hand, let us stand still and see the salva- 
tion of God.” 

The American Anti-Slavery Society did not 
intend to interfere in the question of Slavery. It 
believed that circumstances would now bring 
aboutits abolition. This was confirmatory of Lord 
Brougham’s views, that there should be no ex- 
pression of opinion upon this delicate subject. A 
friend of his( Mr. Ralston’s) ,recently fromAmerica, 
held the same opinion, and alleged that it is also 
held by the whole anti-slavery party in that 
country. 

Mr. CuHAmErovzow believed there was no one 
present but who desired to see Slavery utterly ex- 
tinguished, but Mr.Cropper’s resolution went much 
further than some members of the Conference 
would like to go. Let it be borne in mind that 
there had been no direct issue yet raised on the 
subject of Slavery ; that the present struggle was 
not for the suppression of Slavery, but was the 
result of a rebellion on the part of the South for 
political supremacy, which the North was endea- 
vouring to put down. It was quite true that the 
question of Slavery underlay the whole quarrel, 
but its extinction was not the main issue. Then, 
a very large section of the anti-slavery party 
had utterly repudiated their earlier principles, 
and joined the Northern war party; and he did 
not feel quite sure that many of the members of 
the Conference would feel satisfied to commit 
themselves to a countenancing of the deplorable 
excesses which must result from this sad state 
of things. He thought, therefore, that the Con- 
ference had better not adopt the resolution. 

Mr. W. E Forster thought that the Con- 
ference having been summoned to consider re- 
solutions upon the slave-trade, and this being a 
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question affecting Slavery, was not in a position 
to deal with it. He very much agreed, however, 
with Mr. Cropper, for nearly the same reasons 
Lord Brougham was opposed to him on this 
matter. In the present delicate state of the 
question, he was not sure but the Americans 
were not more tetchy and suspicious and irritable 
in consequence of our silence than our speech 
would render them. They say we have been 
accustomed to talk about Slavery, and ask why 
we are now so silent. They allege that we must 
have some reason, and that we are so frightened 
at the extent to which we depend upon Slavery 
for our cotton, that we are quiet about it. This 
is certainly not the true reason, but he was not 
so sure that out of that room and in other 
places it might not be our duty to shew, that, 
however much we lament the war, we consider it 
never would have taken place unless the slave- 
owners had manifested a determination to 
perpetuate and increase Slavery, and that those 
who are contending against the Southern Con- 
federacy are, without being aware of it, or in- 
tending it, fighting for emancipation. He did 
not feel sure that we should act wisely for our own 
cause, or fairly towards the Abolition party, or 
even avoid irritating them, if we were more than 
usually silent about Slavery. He agreed, how- 
ever, that the present was not the place to bring 
forward the proposed resolution. 

Lorp BrovaHamM agreed generally with what 
the last speakers had said, though he thought 
Mr. Forster in error in supposing that the pre- 
sent most unhappy and lamentable dispute in 
the United States was owing entirely to Slavery. 
Tt (Slavery) had certainly much to do with it, 
but it had, according to his view, a far lower 
origin. He did not believe there had ever been a 
change that had proceeded from meaner or more 
paltry and unjustifiable motives. Every four 
years a great scramble for places occurred. The 
Southerners had for many years been in posses- 
sion of office, and could not stand being turned 
out. When Mr. Lincoln was elected they lost 
their command of the patronage of the country, 
and he believed this grievance lay at the bottom 
of the war. This seemed to be proved by the 
rejection of all attempts atcompromise. Mr. Clay 
is of this view; and the first thing Mr. Jefferson 
Davis did, was to fall upon the places to be given 
away in the new Government, and every conspi- 
rator had now his office again. Slavery, no doubt, 
was the great means of agitation, but he believed 
the meaner and more disreputable motive to have 
been the stronger. 

Mr. Cropper did not desire to press his resolu- 
tion, but, with Mr. Forster, he hoped that, in our 
individual capacity, we should not forget that 
this was the great quarrel of Slavery and of Free- 
dom, and that, although complicated by a vast 
number of meaner motives, the question of negro 
emancipation lay at its root, and that the 
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Northerners do deserve our warm consideration 
and sympathy. ; 

Mx 3 W. = Pousrm wished to observe, that 
although Lord Brougham was probably right in 
saying that many Americans had engaged in this 
deplorable struggle with no higher motives than 
a desire for place and power, before the public the 
question was that of Slavery. It could not be 
stated in broader terms than had been done by 
the Vice-President of the new Confederacy, in a 
speech he made at Montgomery. He said, “* We 
are bringing on a new form of society, for which 
the world ought to thank us. We found a fresh 
republic, of which the corner-stone is Slavery. 
They say that Washington did not believe in 
Slavery. We make it the corner-stone of our 
republic.” We must therefore remember that 
the attempt is being made in America to esta- 
blish a powerful commonwealth on the principle 
of the perpetuation of Slavery ; and all of us who 
are interested in the question must know that if 
this be done our cause will be driven back we 
hardly know how far. 

Lorp Brovenam admitted the case to be very 
strongly put, but explained that his remarks 
applied to the leaders of the secession movement. 


Mr. Cropper then withdrew his resolution, 
and the twelfth, thirteenth, and fourteenth, 
as follows, were put and adopted : 


12th. That this Conference invites the friends of 
the African race to promote the views herein ex- 
pa and respectfully solicits Members of Par- 
iament and all influential persons to unite in 
urging them upon the Government whenever 
they may be brought forward in either House. 
13th. That a deputation of the Members of this 
Conference, headed by the Right Honourable Lord 
Brougham, do wait upon Viscount Palmerston, 
Lord John Russell, and the Duke of Newcastle, 
at an early day, for the purpose of handing to 
each a copy of the resolutions this day agreed 
upon, and that the Committee, at whose sug- 
gestion this Conference has been convened, do 
take the proper steps for obtaining an interview 
with them. 
14th. That a copy of these resolutions be widely 
a under the care of the same Com- 
ee. 


On the motion of Dr. Crowther, seconded 
by Mr. R. Campbell, a vote of thanks to 
Lord Brougham was passed for presiding ; 
and his Lordship having briefly returned 
thanks, the. Conference separated. 
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JOHN ANDERSON. 

THE arrival of John Anderson in, England 
demands at our hands a declaration, that 
the Committee of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society are in no way respon- 
sible for his coming. There is a prevalent 
impression that the contrary is the case. 
So far from this, however, the Committee 
did not, from the first, consider it de- 
sirable that he should come, and John 
Anderson’s friends in Canada were of the 
same view. That, as a free man, he was 
at perfect liberty to visit this country, or 
any other, is unquestionable; but the pru- 
dence or the desirability of such a step are 
wholly different questions. It is only right 
to state, that his person was perfectly safe 
in Canada, for even had his pursuers felt 
disposed to re-arrest him, a new Act of the 
Canadian Legislature gives yew power to 
the superior authorities in all similar cases. 
John Anderson has also himself informed 
us that friends came forward most gene- 
rously with offers of assistance, not only in 
money, but a considerable quantity—we 
believe a hundred acres—of land, in fee 
simple, so that he was under no actual 
necessity of leaving Canada. We 

his doing so as a great mistake. Those who 
have taken him by the hand can only hope 
to obtain help for him by converting him 
into an object of morbid curiosity, while 
the damage done to the anti-slavery cause 
by such an exhibition may be extreme. In 
his person every right of human nature had 
been outraged, and he was a fit object of 
sympathy. His life was menaced, and we 
took steps which unquestionably resulted in 
his release; and on his arrival, we offered to 
get up a special Committee, to make a pri- 
vate appeal, or a public one through the press 
—as that Committee might decide—with a 
view to obtain funds to enable him to pro- 
vide for himself in future. Whatever his 
reasons may have been for declining our 
offer, we are bound to respect them, though 
unacquainted with them. We do, however, 
consider it most unwise that his presence in 
this country should be made the pretext, by 
third parties, of promoting their own objects. 
Whatever is done for John Anderson should 
be done for him alone; and we may be 
allowed to express the hope, that the gentle- 
men who have apparently taken him under 
their protection will disconnect the effort 
making for him, from any and every other, 
even though it be suggested that the funds 
collected will be employed to build schools 
in Canada. 
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PARLIAMENTARY RECORD, 
HOUSE OF COMMONS. 


(Friday, June 7th.) 

CAPTURE OF A SLAVE SHIP FROM LIVERPOOL. 
Mr. Prass asked the President of the 
Board of Trade if it were true that the 
United States steamer Saratoga had cap- 
tured, near the Congo River, the ship 
Os gc of Liverpool ; whether the ship 
had 960 slaves on board, and was ready to 
carry 1600 slaves, and, provided such were 
the facts, when the ship last cleared from 
Liverpool, and for what port ; what was the 
nature of her cargo, and whether her owners 
— in Liverpool, and are amenable to the 
aw. 

Mr. M. Grason said he had made inquiries 
of the Customs authorities at Liverpool, and 
had found that the ship Nightingale had 
cleared out from that port on the 24th No- 
vember, 1860, for St. Thomas. He was in- 
formed that she was an American vessel, 
and was bound for St. Thomas and the West 
Coast of Africa, but neither the Admiralty 
nor the Foreign-office had any official ac- 
count that the vessel had been captured. 


THE AFFAIRS OF THE AMERICAN STATES. 


Cotongt W. Parren said that, before the 
order of the day for going into Committee of 
Supply was read, he wished to make an ap- 
peal to the honourable member for Galway, 
and to ask him whether it was absolutely 
necessary that he should proceed with the 
motion of which he had given notice. He 
believed he was speaking the opinion of a 
great number of persons who were well ac- 

uainted with every thing which related to 

e United States of America, and who were 
deeply interested in our maintaining friendly 
relations with those States, when he said that 
it would be very inexpedient at the present 
moment to enter upon such a discussion. 

Mr. GreGory said, in answer to the ques- 
tion of the honourable member, he could 
assure the House that he was the last man 
who would willingly involve the country in 
any embarrassment, or take any course 
which would in any degree be prejudicial to 
the maintenance of friendly feeling with 
America. He thought it only fair that one 
section of the States should have an oppor- 
tunity of justifying the course which they 
had taken; and the only object which he 
had in view in bringing forward the subject 
was to endeavour, if possible, to give a per- 
fectly impartial statement to the differences 
which existed between the two sections in 
that country. Although they had heard 
only one portion of the question, although 
the information which had been published 
came almost exclusively from Northern 
sources, and although he was almost pledged 
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to persevere in his motion, yet, aosing, Oat 
there was such a strong feeling in the House 
on the subject, he was — to do any 
thing which could in the slightest degree 
aggravate or embitter the dispute. He would 
not put himself in opposition to the wishes 
of the House, so —_ expressed, and 
therefore he would postpone the motion to 
some future opportunity. His honourable 
friend the member for Birmingham said, 
“ Withdraw it.” He would postpone it sine 
die, with the hope that he should have some 
hc aay before the close of the Session of 
bringing forward the subject, because he 
must say that it was most unfair and most 
unjust that publications should be circulated 
throughout England in which the Southern 
Confederacy were accused of unwarrantable 
secession, and its members were called trai- 
tors and perjurers, and that he should have 
no opportunity whatever of putting forward 
their case in a manner in which it could be 
dispassionately considered. 

Rr. W. Forster, who was received with 
loud cries of “ Order,’ and “ Agreed,” said 
he wished to know whether the hon. gen- 
tleman meant to bring the subject forward 
on another occasion, or to postpone it alto- 
gether. 

Lorp R. Cxort said he hoped it would be 
understood on behalf of those who did not 
take the same view as the hon. gentleman 
who had just spoken—(loud cries of “ Order” 
and “ Chair.”) 

The SpEAKER—I must remind the noble 
lord that there is no question before the 
House. 

Mr. M. Mityzs wished to ask the hon. 
member for Bradford whether it was his 
intention to proceed with his motion. 

Mr. W. Forster entirely agreed in the 
feeling of the House that it was most unde- 
sirable there should be a discussion on the 
merits of the quarrel between the States of 
America. He should never have thought of 

utting his notice on the paper had it not 

een for the notice of the hon. member for 
Galway. If it were only the intention of 
the hon. member to postpone his motion for 
ashort period (loud cries of “ Sine die!’’), he 
believed it would conduce to a better under- 
standing of the relations with America, and 
to preventing misconception, were he to bring 
forward his motion to-mght. (Cries of 
“No!” and “Agreed.”) ith the under- 
standing that the motion of the hon. mem- 
ber was postponed indefinitely, he would 
withdraw bis motion altogether. 

Mr. CrawFrorpD asked the hon. member 
for Galway whether his notice would re- 
main on the paper. (Loud cries of “ No; he 
said sine die !”’) 

The subject then dropped. 
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EMANCIPATION OF THE SERFS. 


We adverted in a previous number to the 
manifesto, then recently promulgated from 
St. Petersburgh, proclaiming the emancipa- 
tion of the serfs. As it is important to record 
so remarkable a state paper, we present it in 
extenso from the Times : 


*¢ MANIFESTO OF His Masesty THE EMPEROR. 


“‘ By the grace of God, we, Alexander II., Em- 
peror and Autocrat of all the Russias, King 
of Poland, Grand Duke of Finland, &c., to 
all our faithful subjects make known : 

“Called by Divine Providence and by the sa- 
cred right of inheritance to the throne of our 
ancestors, we took a vow in our innermost heart 
so to respond to the mission which is entrusted to 
us as to surround with our affection and our im- 
perial solicitude all our faithful subjects of every 
rank and of every condition, from the warrior 
who nobly bears arms for the defence of the 
country, to the humble artisan devoted to the 
works of industry; from the official in the career 
of the high offices of the State to the labourer 
whose plough furrows the soil. 

* In considering the various classes and con- 
ditions of which the State is composed, we come 
to the conviction that the legislation of the em- 
pire having wisely provided for the organization 
of the upper and middle classes, and having de- 
fined with precision their obligations, their rights, 
and their privileges, has not attained the same 
degree of efficiency as regards the peasants at- 
tached to the soil (krépostnyé), thus designated 
because, either from ancient Jaws or from custom, 
they have been hereditarily subjected to the au- 
thority of the proprietors, on whom it was in- 
cumbent at the same time to provide for their 
welfare, The rights of the proprietors have been 


-hitherto very extended, and very imperfectly de- 


fined by the law, which has been supplied by 
tradition, custom, and the good pleasure of the 
proprietors, In the most favourable cases this 
state of things has established patriarchal rela- 
tions founded upon a solicitude sincerely equit- 
able and benevolent on the part of the proprietors, 
one on an ~~ submission +A yk. pent ot 

6 peasants ; portion as the simplicity 
of morals diminished’ te the diversity of the 
mutual relations became complicated, as the pa- 
ternal character of the relations between the 
oro and the peasants became weakened, 
and, moreover, as the seigneurial authority fell 
sometimes into hands exclusively occupied with 
their personal interests, those bonds of mutual 

will slackened, and a wide openirig was made 

or an arbitrary sway, which weighed upon the 

peasants, was unfavourable to their welfare, and 

made them indifferent to all progress under the 
conditions of their existence. 

** These facts had already attracted the notice 
of our predecessors of glorious memory, and they 
had taken measures for improving the condition 
of the peasants ; but among those measures some 
Were not stringent enough, insomuch as they re- 
mained subordinate to the spontaneous initiative 
of such proprietors who shewed themselves ani- 
mated with liberal intentions ; and others, called 
forth by peculiar circumstances, have been re- 
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| stricted to certain localities, or simply adopted as 
an experiment. It was thus that Alexander I. 
published the regulation for the free cultivators, 
and that thé late Emperor Nicholas, our beloved 
father, promulgated that one which concerns the 
peasants bound by contract. In the Western Go- 
vernments regulations called ‘ inventaires had 
fixed the territorial allotments due to the pea- 
sants, as well as the amount of their rent dues; 
but all these reforms have only been applied in a 
very restricted manner. 

“We thus came to the conviction that the 
work of a serious improvement of the condition of 
the peasants was a sacred inheritance bequeathed 
to us by our ancestors ; a mission which, in the 
course of events, Divine Providence called upon 
us to fulfil. 

‘*We have commenced this work by an ex- 
pression of our imperial confidence towards the 
nobility of Russia, which has given us so many 
proofs of its devotion to the throne, and of its 
constant readiness to make sacrifices for the wel- 
fare of the country. 

** It is to the nobles themselves, conformable to 
their own wishes, that we have reserved the task 
of drawing up the propositions for the new or- 
ganization of the peasants ; propositions which 
make it incumbent upon them to limit their 
rights over the peasants, and to accept the onus 
of a reform which could not be accomplished 
without some material losses. Our confidence 
has not been deceived. We have seen the nobles 
assembled in committees in the districts, through 
the medium of their confidential agents, making 
the voluntary sacrifice of their rights as regards 
the personal servitude of the peasants. ‘These 
committees, after having collected the necessary 
data, have formulated their propositions concern- 
ing the new organization of the peasants attached 
to the soil (krépostnyé) in their relations with the 
proprietors. 

“‘ Thesé propositions sorry been found very 
diverse, as was to be expected from the nature of 
the question, they have been compared, collated, 
and reduced to a regular system, then rectified 
and completed in the — committee insti- 
tuted for that purpose ; and these new dispositions, 
thus formulated relative to the peasants and do~ 
mestics (dvorovyé) of the tg ewe have been 
examined in the Council of the Empire. 

‘Having invoked the Divine assistance, we 
have resolved to carry this work into execution. 

‘In virtue of the new dispositions above men- 
tioned, the peasants attached to the soil (attachés 
@ la glébe) will be invested, within a term fixed 
by the law, with all the rights of free culti- 
vators. 

“‘ The proprietors retaining their rights of pro- 
perty on all land belonging to them, grant to the 
peasants, for a fixed regulated rental, the full en- 
joyment of their close (enclos) ; and, moreover, 
to ensure their livelihood, and to guarantee the 
fulfilment of their obligations towards the Go- 
vernment, the quantity of arable land is fixed by 
the said dispositions, as well as other rural ap- 
purtenances (ougodié). a 

* But, in the enjoyment of these territorial al- 
lotments, the peasants are obliged, in return, 
to acquit the rentals fixed by the same dispo- 
sitions to the profit of the proprietors. In this 
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state, which must be a transitory one, the pea- 
sants shall be designated as ‘ temporarily bound’ 
(<emporairement obligés). 

** At the same time they are granted the right 
of purchasing their close (enclos), and, with the 
consent of the proprietors, they ‘may acquire in 
full property the arable lands and other appur- 
tenances which are allotted to them as a perma- 
nent holding (jowissance). By the acquisition 
in full property of the quantity of land fixed, the 
peasants are free from their obligations towards 
the proprietors for land thus purchased, and they 
enter definitively into the condition of free pea- 
sants—landholders (paysans libres — proprié- 
taires). 

‘* By a special disposition concerning the do- 
mestics (gens de la domesticité— dvorovyé)a trans- 
itory state is fixed for them adapted to their oc- 
cupations and the exigencies of their position. 
On the expiration of a term of two years, dating 
from the day of the promulgation of these dispo- 
sitions, they shall receive their full enfranchise- 
ment and some temporary immunities. 

“It is according to these fundamental prin- 
bee that the dispositions have been formulated 
which define the future organization of the pea- 
sants and of the domestics (dvorovyé), which 
establish the order of the general administration 
of this class, and specify in all their details the 
rights given to the peasants and to the domestics, 
as well as the obligations imposed upon them to- 
wards the Government and towards the pro- 
prietors, 

‘* Although these dispositions, general as well 
as local, and the special supplementary rules for 
some particular localities, for the lands of small 
proprietors, and for the peasants who work in the 
manufactories and establishments (usines) of the 
proprietors, have been, as far as was possible, 
adapted to economical necessities and local cus- 
toms, nevertheless, to preserve the existing state 
where it presents reciprocal advantages, we leave 
it to the proprietors to come to amicable terms 
with the peasants, and to conclude transactions 
relative to the extent of the territorial allotment, 
and to the amount of rental to be fixed in con- 
sequence, observing at the same time the esta- 
blished rules to guarantee the inviolability of such 
agreements. 

** As the new organization, in consequence of 
the inevitable complexity of the changes which it 
necessitates, cannot be immediately put into exe- 
cution ; as a lapse of time is necessary, which 
cannot be less than two years or thereabouts, to 
avoid all misunderstanding, and to protect public 
and private interests during this interval, the 
system (régime) actually existing on the properties 
of landowners (seigneurs) will be maintained up 
to the moment when a new system shall have 
been instituted by the completion of the required 
preparatory measures. 

‘**For which end we have deemed it advisable 
to ordain: 

“1, To establish in each district (gouvernement) 
a special Court for the question of the peasants ; 
it will have to investigate the affairs of the rural 
communes established on the land of the lords of 
the soil (setyneurs). 

“2, To appoint in each district justices of the 
peace to investigate on the spot all misunder- 
standings and disputes which may arise on the 
occasion of the introduction of the new regulation, 
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and to form district assemblies with these justices 
of the peace. 2 

‘*3. To organize in the seigneurial properties 
communal administrations, and to this end to 
leave the rural communes in their actual com- 
position, and to open in their large villages dis-. 
trict administrations (provincial boards) by 
uniting the small communes under one of these 
district administrations. 

“4, To formulate, verify, and confirm, in each 
rural district or estate, a charter of rules (une 
charte réglementaire—oustavnaia gramota), in 
which shall be enumerated on the basis of the 
Local Statute, the amount of land reserved to 
the peasants in permanent enjoyment, and the 
extent of the charges which may be exacted from 
them for the benefit of the proprietor, as well for 
the land as for other advantages granted by him. 

**5. To put these charters of rules into exe- 
cution as they are gradually confirmed in each 
estate, and to introduce their definitive execution 
within the term of two years, dating from the 
day of publication of the present manifesto. 

“6. Up to the expiration of this term the 
peasants and domestics (gens de la domesticité) 
are to remain in the same obedience towards their 
proprietors, and to fulfil their obligations without 
scruple. 

“7, The proprietors will continue to watch 
over the maintenance of order on their estates, 
with the right of jurisdiction and of police, until 
the organization of the districts (volosti) and of 
the district tribunals has been effected. 

“ Aware of all the difficulties of the reform we 
have undertaken, we place, above all things, our 
confidence in the goodness of Divine Providence, 
who watches over the destinies of Russia. 

** We also count upon the generous devotion of 
our faithful nobility, and we are happy to testify 
to that body the gratitude it has deserved from 
us, as well as from the country, for the disin- 
terested support it has given to the accomplish- 
ment of our designs. Russia will not forget that 
the nobility, acting solely upon its respect for the 
dignity of man, and its love for its neighbour, 
has spontaneously renounced rights given to it 
by serfdom actually abolished, and laid the 
foundation of a new future, which is thrown open 
to the peasants. We also entertain the firm 
hope that it will also nobly exert its ulterior 
efforts to carry out the new regulation by main- 
taining good order, in a spirit of peace and bence 
volence, and that each proprietor will complete 
within the limits of his property the great civic 
act accomplished by the whole body, by organizing 
the existence of the peasants domiciliated on his 
estates, and of his domestics, under mutual ad- 
vantageous conditions, thereby giving to the coun- 
try population the example of a faithful and con- 
scientious execution of the regulations of the State. 

** The numerous examples of the generous so- 
licitude of the proprietors for the welfare of their 
peasants, and of the gratitude of the latter for 
the benevolent solicitude of their lords, give us 
the hope that a mutual understanding will settle 
the majority of complications, in some cases in- 
evitable, in the partial application of general 
rules to the different conditions under which iso- 
lated estates are placed ; that in this manner the 
transition from the ancient order of things to the 
new will be facilitated; and that the future will 
strengthen definitively mutual confidence, a good 
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understanding, and the unanimous impulsion to- 
wards public utility. ? 

«To render the transactions between the pro- 
prietors and the peasants more easy, in virtue of 
which the latter may acquire in full property 
their close (enclos—homestead) and the land they 
occupy, the Government will advance assistance 
according to a special regulation, by means of 
loans or a transfer of debts encumbering an 
estate. 

“We thus confidently rely upon the upright 
feeling of the nation. 

‘When the ‘first news of this great reform, 
meditated by the Government, became diffused 
among the rural populations, who were scarcely 
prepared for it, it gave rise in some instances to 
misunderstandings among individuals more intent 
upon gy than mindful of the duties which it 
imposes. But generally the good sense of the 
country has not been wanting. It has not mis- 
understood either the inspirations of natural rea- 
son, which says that every man who accepts 
freely the benefits of society owes it in return 
the fulfilment of certain positive obligations ; nor 
the teachings of the Christian law, which enjoins 
that ‘ every one be subject unto the higher powers’ 
(St. Paul to the Romans, xiii. 1); and to ‘ render 
to all their dues,’ and, above all, to whomsoever 
it belongs, tribute, custom, respect, and honour, 
(Jbid., 7 v.) It has understood that the pro- 
prietors would not be deprived of rights legally 
—" except for a fit and sufficient indemnity, 
or by a voluntary concession on their part; that 
it would be contrary to all equity to accept this 
enjoyment of the lands conceded by the pro- 
prietors without accepting also towards them 
equivalent charges. 

** And now we hope with confidence that the 
freed serfs, in the presence of the new future 
which is opened before them, will appreciate and 

ise the considerable sacrifices which the 
nobility have made on their behalf. They will 
understand that the blessing of an existence sup- 
ported upon the base of guaranteed property, as 
well as a greater liberty in the administration of 
their goo’. entails upon them, with new duties 
towards society and themselves, the obligation of 
= the protecting designs of the law by a 
oyal i judicious use of the rights which are 
now accorded tothem. For if men do not la- 
bour themselves to insure their own well-being 
under the shield of the laws, the best of those 
laws cannot guarantee it to them. 

It is fe by assiduous labour, a rational 
employment of their strength and their resources, 
a strict economy, and, above all, by an honest 
life, a life constantly inspired by the fear of the 
Lord, that they can arrive at prosperity, and in- 
sure its development. 

“The authorities intrusted with the duty of 
preparing by preliminary measures the execution 
of the new organization, and of presiding at its 
inauguration, will have to see that this work is 
accomplished with calmness and regularity, 
taking into account the requirements of the sea- 
sons, in order that the cultivator may not be 
drawn away from his agricultural labours. Let 
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him apply himself with zeal to those labours, 
that he may be able to draw from an abundant 
granary the seed which he has to confide to that 
land which will be given him for permanent en- 
joyment, or which he has acquired for himself as 
his own property. 

“And now, pious and faithful people, make 
upon thy forehead the sacred sign of the cross, 
and join thy prayers to ours to call down the 
blessing of the Most High upon thy first free la- 
bours, the sure pledge of thy personal wellbeing 
and of the public prosperity. 

“Given at St. Pegi the 19th day of 
February (March 3), of the Year of Grace 1861, 
and the seventh of our reign. 

*¢ ALEXANDER.” 


Rebietvs. 

The Ordeal of Free Trade in the West 
Indies.—An octavo of 300 pages, issued by 
Messrs. Harper, Brothers, of ew York. It 
discusses the progress made by emancipated 
slaves under numerous difficulties. Originally 
this was a series of letters written for the 
New-York Times. The author indicates a dis- 
position to prove that the results of emanci- 
pation have been very creditable, and such as 
to vindicate the industry of the coloured po- 

ulation, and the benefits of emancipation. 
is facts as to the progress of many islands in 
the production of sugar, and all of them in 
the education and wealth of the freed slaves, 
justify his conclusions. 

Many will be surprised at the low wages 
offered to the labourers in all the islands. 
The ordinary price varies from 10d. to ls. a 
day. Yet under this very small compensation 
land is worth 100¢.an acre. In 1834 Barba- 
does exported 27,318 hhds, or 327,816 cwt. 
of sugar ; in 1858 the exports were more than 
pay being 50,778 hhds., or 761,670 cwt. 

It may be argued from these figures that 
mere personal liberty has not hindered these 
freemen from an industry twice as produc- 
tive as that rendered while they were slaves. 
The results are yet more creditable when it 
is remembered that but a small proportion 
have had any schools, and that there is not 
one public free-school in the islands. 

The political franchise is so restricted, that 
at the election in 1860, in a population of 
150,000, only 147 votes were cast, and the 
oligarchy of English white men has in its 
hands all political power, to the exclusion of 
the blacks, and, so far, to their discourage- 
ment. If under these hindrances small pro- 
prietors, holding five acres each, or less, have 
increased in fifteen years from 1100 to 3533 
in number, the friends of the coloured race 
have every thing to hope, when education 
and political franchise shall be extended to 
them. 
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